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Danai Gurira, posin 
Comic-Con photo sti 
about the show’s dire iS 
season: “[It’s] like a Martin- 
slash-Three’s Company feel.” 
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FEEDBACK 


WRITE TOUS! > EW_LETTERSGEW.COM 


Goofy and 
Gallant 

Thank you for the 
cover story on Chris 
Pratt. He’s a true 
original! | love him on 
Parks and Recreation, 
but I’ve been a fan 
ever since his Ever- 
wood days. Much like 
when | watched 
Leonardo DiCaprio on 
Growing Pains, | could 
tell Pratt was des- 
tined for bigger and 
better things. Who 
knew that meant 


action movies? 


STEPHANIE LENERTZ 
Maple Grove, Minn. 


There is nothing 
better than reading 
apiece about a 
down-to-earth actor 
who likes to have a 
drink at 2 p.m, lived 
in a van, worked at 
Bubba Gump Shrimp 
Co, and battles the 
bulge. | will be watch- 
ing Guardians of 

the Galaxy on open- 
ing weekend and 
looking for Pratt at a 


bar near the theater. 


DANIEL FEIGIN 
New York City 


Throwing 

the Book 

As someone who 
has made a lifelong 
point of avoiding 
celebrity gossip, | 


was deeply moved 
by Tina Jordan's 
reaction to the 
accusations against 
Marion Zimmer 
Bradley and how 
her appreciation 

for the author's 
book The Mists of 
Avalon has been 
irreparably damaged 
as aresult. | can only 
imagine the profound 
sense of loss Ms. 
Jordan must have 
experienced over 
what must be a very 
personal betrayal. 
Many thanks to her 
for reminding me 
that there is a limit 
to how much one 


can ignore. 


RUSS WATSON 
Jacksonville, Fla. 


Lullabies of 
Broadway 

The jazz-hands 
reviews of Broad- 
way cast recordings 
need to become 

a seasonal segment 
(Music)! | don’t 

visit New York City 
as much as I'd 

like to, so this helped 
me decide which 
albums | should get 


off iTunes. 


JOEY MOSER 
Miami 


The Kid-Flick Canon, Part 2 


When we ran our guide to essential kids’ films on EW.com, 
we were inundated with suggestions. (We know you love your 
Miyazaki!) Ditto when we revisited the list in the magazine. 


Where the Red 

Fern Grows 

Forty years later, Old Dan 
and Little Ann’s story is still 
affecting. -KYLE VALANNE, 
Miramichi, Canada 


My Neighbor Totoro 
How can a child be called 
film literate without 

any exposure to Hayao 
Miyazaki? —ALLISON 
LUMBATIS, Dothan, Ala. 


The Sandlot 

The boys had so many 
great, relatable stories 
(the pool scene, the fair 
scene). —SCOTT IRVING, 
Mission Viejo, Calif. 


3 


f 


Lawrence of Arabia 

Is Titanic the best you can 
do? Most 12-year-olds 
would love Arabia. That's 
areal epic. -MARGARET 
GARSIDE, Medford, Ore. 


Labyrinth 

It may not have had the 
box office numbers of 
The Muppet Movie, but it’s 
a fairy tale with an edge. 
—JENNIFER KATZ, Orlando 


Chitty Chitty 

Bang Bang 

| still watch it every few 
years. Who can forget 
the sing-alongs? —AARON 
CHATKIN, Gastonia, N.C. 


| saw If/Then in 
May—amazing! | 
waited with bated 
breath for the cast 
recording to be 
released, and it’s 
been playing non- 
stop in my car ever 
since it arrived. The 
talent runs deep 
on stage and on the 
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recording, with each 
song magnificently 
conveying that 
every day can bea 
new beginning. And 
Idina Menzel is just 
perfection. So only 
three jazz hands? | 


can only say, WTF?! 


KATHY FISCHER 
Austin 


Idina Menzel 
and James 
Snyder in 
If/Then 


Wild Wild West 
Hey, EW, that new 
“Bingel” page was 
way cool. In this day 
and age when we all 
love to spend a week- 
end devouring TV 
shows, it gave me a 
detailed look at one of 
the most underappre- 
ciated series ever, 
Deadwood (TV). | 
look forward to read- 
ing about other series 


A 


| might want to spend 
some time with! 


DAVID L. SMITH 
Fort Mill, S.C. 


CORRECTIONS 

While both Annie and 
Edward Scissorhands 
merited at least one 
Oscar nomination, neither 
won any (“55 Movies 
Every Kid Should See,” 
#1320). The Avengers: 
Age of Ultron cover was 
photographed by Michael 
Muller/© Marvel 2014 
(#1321/1322). 
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The Week’s Best 


“My friends call 
me GroboCop.” 


—Josh Groban, hosting 
Rising Star 


“Lam 
Hercules 


—Hercules (Dwayne 
Johnson) in Hercules 


|? 


“I’m literally 
a different 
person now... 


is Noomi.” 


—Sarah Newlin (Anna Camp), 
explaining her change 
of heart, on True Blood 


“You know, it 
actually 
can happen.” 


—Tara Reid to GQ 
on the possibility 
of a sharknado 


“lam 
everywhere.” 


—Lucy (Scarlett Johansson), 
on her superhuman abilities 
“ acquired froma 
Ra petbaaaol synthetic drug, in Lucy 
my second wife 
graduates high school.” 


—Lina (Judy Greer) and Russ (Nat 
Faxon), attending an engagement 
party at an acquaintance’s lavish 

home, on Married 


“My God, | hope 
my next husband 
is this rich.” 


% 


CAMP: JOHN P. JOHNSON/HBO; GROBAN: BOB D’AMICO/ABC; JOHNSON: KERRY BROWN; WILLIAMS: GREG PETERS/WGN; REID: 
CHELSEA LAUREN/GETTY IMAGES; BLACKBURN: ERIC MCCANDLESS/ABC FAMILY; NORRIS: ANDREW HARRER/GETTY IMAGES; 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


“Someone invented 
piecrust in a box? 
How is that not on the 
cover of The 
New York Times?” 


—Liza (Olivia Williams), 
grocery shopping, on Manhattan 


| 


S| —Dean Norris, tweeting from 
== San Diego Comic-Con 


RISP ARPLE Ay 
oy. Se 


“lf they ask, 
‘Who signed the 
Emancipation 

Proclamation?’ 
I’ll say, ‘Daniel 
Day-Lewis.’” 


—Caleb (Tyler 
Blackburn), on 
winging his final 
exams, on 
Pretty Little Liars 


Shark Week 
starts Sunday, 


APPLE ALE August 10 at 


mr 8pm EST on 
Discovery 


“Quick question: 
Can | deduct my 
Brazilian wax 
from my taxes?” 


—Aubrey Plaza (Aubrey Plaza), trying 
to get advice from her former 
money manager Bruce (Greg Poehler), 
on Welcome to Sweden 
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CRISP LIKE AN APPLE. BREWED LIKE AN ALE. 


GREAT BEER 
GREAT RESPONSIBILITY 
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The Top 10 Things We Love This Week 


~MUSTLIST 


GUARDIANS OF 
THE GALAXY 
Chris Pratt is a 
charisma machine 
leading a gang 
of misfits (including 
Bradley Cooper’s 
wiseguy raccoon and 
Vin Diesel’s talking 
tree) in this refresh- y), 
ingly fi unny intro to dl (Woiced by Bradley 
Marvel’s newest super- [Riis atesnmenat 
heroes. (R ated PG-13 3) Vin Diesel), and Zoe Saldana _ 


DEAR DAUGHTER, by Elizabeth Little 
When former It Girl Janie Jenkins is 
released from prison, she embarks on 
a mission to 
discover if it 
was really she 
who murdered 
her mother. The 
debut novel’s 


plot twists ' « 
will easily hook 

THE VOYAGER, you, but it’s the TELEVISION MAN, 

Jenny Lewis On her third solo narrator’s dark Naomi Punk: Call it basement 
album, the former Rilo Kiley frontwoman wit and sharp rock: The Olympia, Wash, trio’s excellently 
synthesizes all of her California dreams observations grimy second album slams you with sneakily 
into crisp and lovely alt-pop story-songs that that make this catchy anthems that simmer with so much 
pinball between sunshine and sorrow. a truly fun read. taut energy, even your sweat will sweat. 
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MANHATTAN 


Olivia Williams 
and John Benjamin 
Hickey (below) are 
absolutely stellar 
on this ambitious 
period drama about 
the tormented 
geniuses who 
created the atomic 
bomb—and the 
families they 
brought with them 
to New Mexico 
while they built it. 
(WGN America, 


Sundays, 10 p.m.) 


== MUST LIST APP! 
pont 
gost You can sample and download songs, 
ween buy movie tickets, see videos, and 
2 more with EW’s Must List iPad and 
iPhone app, available at iTunes. 
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AMERICAN NINJA WARRIOR NBC's high-adrenaline competition wasn’t 
appointment TV until Kacy Catanzaro—the first woman to complete a finals course— 
made it our summer indulgence. Six seasons in, now we get the hype. (NBC Mondays, 9 p.m.) 


>, Z ye 
23 SE 


SECONDS, by Bryan Lee 

O’Malley This graphic novel from the 
Scott Pilgrim creator follows a 29-year-old who 
discovers how to rewind time. With magic 
mushrooms and a house spirit, O’Malley deftly 
explores anxieties about growing up. 


THE BOOK OF LIFE, 
by Deborah Harkness 
An epic and erudite 
vampire-witch 
romance comes to a 
thoroughly satisfying 
conclusion in the 
action-packed All Souls 
trilogy ender, which 
finds Matthew 
Clairmont and Diana 
Bishop searching for a 
magical manuscript. 


PHANTOM OF THE PARADISE brian 

De Palma’s deeply odd, surreally funny glam-rock opera 
makes its Blu-ray debut in a Collectors’ Edition with loads of 
extras, including a conversation between offbeat star Paul 
Williams and gonzo admirer Guillermo del Toro. (Rated PG) 


“RED RIVER,” 
Tom Petty & 
the Heartbreakers 
The standout tune 
from Petty’s fantastic 
return to form, 
Hypnotic Eye, 
has everything 
fans first fell 
in love with 
nearly 40 years 
ago: rugged 
guitars, a devil- 
may-care attitude, / 
and a sweetly 
crooned chorus 
about redemption. 
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display, the Galaxy Tab® S is Samsung’s most 


premium tablet ever. Beyond the basics, the 
Tab S enhances your everyday experience 


with never-before integrated technology. 
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A FIRST LOOK AT JON STEWART’S DIRECTORIAL DEBUT, PAGE 17 


NEWS”NOTES 


Fifty Shades: 
How Hollywood 
Made You Watch 


The film’s trailer exploded online (thanks, 


™ 


] ) Beyoncé 


Beyoncé!), highlighting how social 


media has become the new 
marketing bullhorn. sy curls Lee 


WHEN Beyoncé posted a 15-second teaser 
trailer for Fifty Shades of Grey on her 
Instagram in July, fan reaction erupted 
right on cue, proving that pop music’s 
reigning diva plus first-look footage 
of 2015’s most tremulously awaited 
erotic drama equals a match made in 
viral heaven. 

So by the time a full-length trailer for 
the film arrived on July 24—featuring 
stars Dakota Johnson and Jamie Dornan in 
various stages of seduction (and undress), 
backed by a slowed-down torch-song 
version of Queen Bey’s 2003 smash “Crazy 
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NEWS AND NOTES 


in Love”—it trended worldwide almost 
instantly, paired with a tagline from the 
film’s Twitter feed: “The wait is over.” 
Not quite. Though the trailer has 
gotten 90 million views on YouTube, the 
movie doesn’t hit theaters until Feb. 14, 
2015. But this kind of sustained market- 
ing foreplay underscores a strategy 
increasingly employed by Hollywood. 
While teaser trailers are nothing new, 
a plug from Beyoncé is. A star like 
her can focus attention in our Age of 
Distraction and spread the word to 


millions of fans in mere seconds—fans 
who then share it with their friends 
just as fast. Studios have learned how 
to use our social-media culture to their 
advantage to generate fevered buildup 
to their potential blockbusters, some- 
times even a year or more in advance of 
the actual film. 

Exhibit A: Christopher Nolan’s Jnter- 
stellar will be released on Nov. 7, but late 
last year a cryptic teaser, which mainly 
showcases a string of historical 
vignettes and a rueful voice-over from 


PRESERVE: A HOW-TO 


Want to create your very own lifestyle start-up, ala Blake Lively’s just-launched 
website Preserve? All you need is a blindingly white smile, a spot on every best- 
dressed list, and this foolproof recipe. —Hillary Busis 


6 years of archived STEP1 
Goop newsletters Gradually fold 
together all 
1 dozen old Anthro- i 2 ‘ 
Josie-catal ingredients in $70 
peer ee “Everyday Bowl.” 
4 oz. carefully tousled 
fishtail braids STEP 2 
5 photos of an old Mix with sense of 
woman’s hands self-satisfaction 


covered in clay 


1 awkward reference 
to enchiladas 


1 reminder that “we 
are aware that a lot 
of what we are 
selling is outlandish 
in a world where 
people are starving 
and have nowhere 
to sleep” 


— just, like, a whole 
bunch of mason jars 


— alliteration, to taste 


until just combined. 


STEP 3 

Pause to snap Insta- 
gram shot; vintage 
filter is recommended. 


STEP 4 
Serve raw, preferably 
at Coachella. 
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(From left) 

Dornan and Johnson; 
a poster for Fifty 
Shades of Grey 


VAGREY WILd 
SEE OL VOU 


VALENTINES OAY FON 


Matthew McConaughey, began ratchet- 
ing up anticipation. Then in May, when 
a second promo clip with more than 
two minutes of actual footage from 
the movie started circulating—while 
still maintaining the plot’s shroud of 
mystery—it was parsed with Da Vinci 
Code-like fervor by online pundits, per- 
petuating word-of-mouth buzz. 

Meanwhile, a pair of teaser videos 
put out earlier this summer for The 
Hunger Games: Mockingjay—Part 1 use 
slick political-propaganda “addresses” 
featuring Donald Sutherland in his role 
as President Snow, footage that will not 
appear in the Nov. 21 sequel. The first 
conventional Mockingjay trailer finally 
“premiered” at San Diego Comic-Con 
on July 25 courtesy of a branding tie-in 
with Samsung, which presented the 
clip to conventioneers on the tech com- 
pany’s latest tablet. 

According to a veteran movie- 
marketing strategist, the current 
teaser-trailer arms race reflects 
Hollywood’s bid to break through to 
millennials where they already are: 
the fragmentary world of Twitter, 
Instagram, etc. 

“Hollywood is simply co-opting the 
way young people communicate with 
themselves while also co-opting the 
people the public responds to,” he says. 
“You hire Beyoncé to do a song and 
have her tell people about a movie? It’s 
the studios’ attempt to remove the 
corporate onus. It’s them saying, ‘Let’s 
let this be a groundswell from someone 
who's got cred.” Crazy in cred, even. 
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NEWS AND NOTES 


Game On for The Last of Us 


In last year’s hit PS3 game The Last of Us, 
a highly contagious fungal outbreak 
spread across the world and devastated 
humanity. With less ominous ramifica- 
tions, the game’s brand has proved 
similarly infectious, spawning a graphic- 
novel prequel, a one-night-only live stage 
reading, an upcoming movie adaptation, 
and an upgraded rerelease of the game, 
now available on PS4. 

The Last of Us Remastered is like a 
Criterion Collection version, featuring 
higher-resolution character models, an 
improved frame rate, and loads of extras, 
including a making-of documentary and 
commentary from creative director/ 
writer Neil Druckmann and actors Troy 
Baker and Ashley Johnson. And during a 


BY AARON MORALES 


surprise EW Comic-Con panel on July 25, 
Druckmann and producer Sam Raimi 
announced that Druckmann is currently 
writing the film script, with Game of 
Thrones’ Maisie Williams in talks to play 
one of the leads, Ellie. 

But unlike many other entertainment 
blockbusters, don’t hold your breath for a 
sequel. “Themes have to evolve and con- 
tinue, and if we can’t capture that, then 
I don’t see the point in doing it,” says 
Druckmann. “[The remastered version] 
is kind of my goodbye to the game, maybe 
the last time we'll see these two charac- 
ters. Other than the film, this might be it.” 

Though Druckmann jokes there is one 
medium still left for Last to conquer: 
“Tmprovisational dance?” 


“All the Right Junk in All the Right Places” 


Meghan Trainor’s body-positive anthem “All About That Bass” has become summer's surprise hit 


Twenty-year-old 
Meghan Trainor spent 
two years writing for 
other artists (Rascal 
Flatts, Common Kings) 
before stepping out in 
June with her first 
single, “All About That 
Bass.” Since then, the 
song has shot into the 
top five on iTunes and 
the video has more than 


5 million YouTube views, 


thanks to its throwback 


beat and curve- 
celebrating lyrics. “Girls 
sent me essays about 
how they hated them- 
selves because of their 
bodies and the way 
people were treating 
them,” the Nantucket, 
Mass,., native tells 
EW. “They said they 
heard my song and said, 
‘Forget it, I’m just going 
to love myself’ It's amaz- 
ing.” —Miles Raymer 


This Week 
In Kanye 


The rapper rhapsodized about 

wife Kim Kardashian and revealed 
his spirit animal (a blowfish—duh) 
in an eminently quotable profile in 
GQ's August issue. We rank the 
arrogance, ridiculousness, and sheer 
Kanyeness of his proclamations, 
this time ona scale of one to five 
puffer fish. —Kat Ward 


“’'m nota shark, I’m a blowfish. People 
have me pinned as a shark or a predator 
in some way, and in no way am | that. 

| wouldn’t want to hurt anyone. | want 
to defend people.” 


mm 


“What | had to learn from Kim is how to 
take more of her advice and less of other 
people’s.... In order to win at life, you need 
some Kim K skills.” 


mo Oo 


“| don’t like walking around with people 
thinking I’m doing uncool s---. You just 
might not understand it yet. But it’s cool. 
Family is super cool... Just looking like a 
dad is super cool.” 


RATING So 


“What | talked about in [my wedding 
toast] was the idea of celebrity, and 
celebrities being treated like blacks were 
in the 60s, having no rights.” 


MIGIIS 


“Love is infectious. God flowing through us 
and us being little-baby creators and s---. 
Like they said in Step Brothers: Never lose 
your dinosaur.” 


mooSoSS 
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ROSEWATER: LAITH AL-MAJALI (2); AMERICAN NINJA WARRIOR: PETER LARSEN/NBC 


What’s Going 
on Behind 
the Scenes 


Gael Garcia Bernal; (inset) Bernal, first assistant camera operator Michael Burke, and Jon Stewart 


& 


Jon Stewart's Iranian Conflict 


The Daily Show host Jon Stewart has a tip for 
leaders of totalitarian regimes: “Don’t arrest 
journalists, because they have a mind for 
detail.” It’s certainly true for Maziar Bahari, 
whose best-selling memoir, Then They Came for 
Me—a painstaking account of his 118 days of 
imprisonment and torture following the 2009 
Iranian election—is the basis of Stewart’s 
directorial debut, Rosewater (out Nov. 7 in 
limited release). In an absurdist twist, the 
journalist’s appearance in a Daily Show sketch 
was even used as evidence of Bahari being a 


spy. Stewart, who became close friends with 
Bahari after his ordeal (“I like to get people 
arrested before I get to know them,” he jokes), 
was so impressed by the book and its author 
that he undertook writing and directing duties 
on the film himself. “It may not be what people 
expect from me; it’s not a comedy,” the host 
says of the film, which stars Gael Garcia Bernal 
as Bahari and Shohreh Aghdashloo as his 
mother. “I hope people view it for what it is—a 
love letter to expression and the importance of 
it. It’s everything.” —Sara Vilkomerson 


HOLLYWOOD \, 
INSIDER 


Ninja 
Phenom 
Makes 
History 


Could the first 
person to beat NBC's 
American Ninja 
Warrior course be a 
woman? Gymnast 
Kacy Catanzaro, 24, 
shattered the show's 
Plexiglas ceiling by 
becoming the first 
female competitor in 
six seasons to com- 
plete its preliminary 
obstacle course; then 
her near-insane semi- 
finals run went viral 
on July 14, racking up 
8 million views on 
YouTube alone. Next 
she'll tackle the finals 
course in Las Vegas 
(airing on Sept. 1). 
But already she’s 
inspiring other would- 
be ninjas, says exec- 
utive producer Kent 
Weed, who notes 
that after Catanzaro 
scaled the show's 
14-foot Warped Wall, 
two other women 
did the same: “She 
basically proved 
‘We can do this!” 

As for Catanzaro, 
she’s just stunned by 
the attention. She 
told EW Radio, “| 

had no idea how 
many people would 
care so much.” 
—James Hibberd 
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ASK DALTON 


Are Star Wars fans morally obligated to educate newbies? 
What’s the real statute of limitations on spoilers? Our pop 


culture expert has the answers. 


Cr 


y 


Aim 


DALTON ROSS IS AN EDITOR AT 
LARGE AT EW AND A MASTER 
OF ENTERTAINMENT ETIQUETTE 


"a 


Se 


” 
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| work at a library. Someone asked to take out The 
Empire Strikes Back after admitting he had not seen 
Star Wars. What to do? —JENNIFER (@apatch4that) 


You've come to the right place with this, Jennifer. Not unlike C-3PO himself, 

lam fluent in more than 6 million forms of communication, including (but not 
limited to) geek, nerd, dork, dweeb, and wannabe Jedi. This offense is not as 
grievous—or General Grievous, if you will—as it would seem. For one thing, 

The Empire Strikes Back is unquestionably the best installment in the Star Wars 
franchise, so you can hardly blame someone for wanting to go straight to it. 
Boba Fett! Yoda! Luke sucking face with his own sister! It’s all there. Also, it’s not 
like this guy was skipping the entire original trilogy to go Gungan-style and rock 
alittle Jar Jar Binks. All that said..NO! DO NOT GIVE HIM THE MOVIE! Clearly 
you need to protect this patron from himself How can he be expected to fully 
understand why Alec Guinness is some sort of vaguely bossy ghost unless he 
watches the complete story unfold? So wave your hand in front of your face 

and tell him this is not the movie he’s looking for...yet. Then force him—no pun 
intended—to watch Star Wars first, and hope he doesn’t whine about it like Luke 
and his stupid Tosche Station power converters. 


Tune in to Dalton’s radio show, EW Morning Live, every weekday from 8 to 10 a.m. on SiriusXM Channel 105 


I feel like it’s my obligation 
to tell my kids their 
shows are crap. Yet | 
watch crap myself. 
Hypocrite? —ANGEL 
(@theAngellawson) 

| too have felt a parental 
responsibility to steer 
my children toward cool 
TV shows both past 
(Pee-wee's Playhouse) 
and present (Adventure 
Time) while thumbing 
my nose at less inspired 
fare (I still have recurring 
nightmares about my 
daughter’s unfortunate 
Shake It Up phase). 

Yet what the hell do | 
know? This is coming 
from a guy who watched 
not one, not two, but 
three seasons of Temp- 
tation Island. So, yes, 
Angel, you are a hypo- 
crite, but no, you are 
not alone. It’s totally 
“Do as | Say, not as | do” 
when it comes to the 
TV in my household. 
Also, keep in mind: 
Children have awful 
taste—so you're just 
going to have to play 
through the pain for 

a while. When | was 
akid, | thought Welcome 
Back, Kotter was 

the funniest thing in 
the history of things. 
Have you watched 
Welcome Back, Kotter 
in the past 35 years? 
That show is positively 
terrible. Signed, 
Epstein’s Mother 


How long do you have to 
define a plot point as a 
“spoiler” before you can 
assume it’s safe to talk 
about it? -MSTYPO 
(@Typo_eh) 

| have written exten- 
sively about spoilers 
before, but seeing as 
how | received the most 
questions about this 
very topic, my position 
bears repeating: While 
anyone tweeting, texting, 
or talking about super- 
shocking TV events 
should respect a 24-hour 
spoiler-free zone, the 
ultimate responsibility 
lies with the person 
who did not watch 

the event live. If you 
want to remain in the 
dark, you need to go 
dark—meaning a total 
communication and 
social-media blackout. 
(Side note: Such situa- 
tions have actually 
been known to come in 
handy for folks seeking 
an excuse to temporarily 
distance themselves 
from certain family 
members. Not that / 
would ever do sucha 
thing.) Those late to the 
party need to put the 
onus on themselves 
instead of insisting others 
cater conversations to 
their belated viewing 
habits. You know, like 
that guy at the library 
who has never seen 

the Star Wars films 

and is now freaking out 
over my revelation 

of the hot and heavy 
Skywalker incest action. 


TWEET YOUR POP 
CULTURE QUERIES TO 
@DaltonRoss 
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on the set of Doctor Who on 
June 18, 2014, in Cardiff, Wales 
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SCOTTISH ACTOR—AND WHO SUPERFAN— 
PETER CAPALDI TAKES OVER THE 
TARDIS TO BATTLE CYBERMEN, DALEKS, AND 
ANNOYING EARTHLING FOIBLES IN 
THE NEW SEASON OF DOCTOR WHO. 
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(Clockwise from top) Coleman and Capaldi; 

a Cyberman in front of London’s St. Paul’s 
Cathedral; Neve McIntosh as Madame Vastra, 
a member of the Paternoster Gang 
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How is Peter 
Capaldi’s 
Doctor differ- 
ent from past 
Doctors? 


+ 


Will Capaldi’s 
previous 
appearances 
in the Who 
universe be 
referenced 
this season? 


Eleventh Doctor regenerated 
into Capaldi’s Twelfth. “This is 
not the show that I grew up 
with,” says Capaldi, himself a 
die-hard Whovian since child- 
hood. “It’s a bigger beast.” 

Given these stakes, it is hardly 
a surprise that showrunner and 
head writer Steven Moffat says 
finding a new Doctor was a major 
headache: “It does feel a bit like 
you’re back to square one. It’s 
exciting in one sense, but on the 
other hand, it’s a whopping great 
problem.” Moffat solved that 
problem—he hopes—by casting 
the whippet-thin, 56-year-old, 
almost-completely-unknown- 
to-American-audiences actor 
sitting opposite EW. So who is 
Peter Capaldi? What foes will his 
Doctor face off against in the new 
season? What friends will assist 
him? And, most important, will 
EW be allowed behind the 
controls of the TARDIS? (Spoiler 
alert: The answer to the last 
question is “Yes!”) 


LIKE SO MANY OF Pritain’s cul- 
tural icons—the royal family, 
steak-and-kidney pudding, Keith 
Richards—Doctor Who is both 
highly eccentric and extremely 
old. Indeed, Capaldi is likely to 
be the last Doctor who will be 
capable of remembering the first 
actor to play the part, William 
Hartnell, who originated the role 
way back in 1963. And Capaldi 
certainly does. One of his earliest 
recollections is of watching 
Hartnell’s Doctor in the multi- 
part 1964 adventure “The Dalek 
Invasion of Earth” when he 
was 6. “At the end of the first epi- 
sode, a Dalek emerges from the 
Thames and it’s such a surprise,” 
Capaldi recalls between bites of 
his very British-looking cheese 
sandwich (it’s pretty much a hold- 
the-cheese situation). “I loved the 
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effort people put into making 
these strange worlds.” 

Capaldi became, in his own 
words, a “geeky fan” of the show 
who collected the autographs of 
the actors playing the Doctors in 
its first decade and wrote letters 
to the Doctor Who production 
office. (In 1976, the Doctor Who 
International Fan Club magazine 
published a Capaldi-penned 
appreciation of the show’s title 
sequence.) The actor’s enthusi- 
asm lasted into his teens, but 
eventually he became distracted 
by other matters. “You get into 
sex and drugs and rock & roll, 
and that becomes more impor- 
tant to you than watching Doctor 
Who on a Saturday,” he remi- 
nisces. After a rejection letter 
from London’s prestigious Royal 
Academy of Dramatic Arts, 
Capaldi studied graphic design 
and sang with a band called the 
Dreamboys, whose drummer 
was Craig Ferguson (yes, that 
one). His first big acting break 
came when he was cast in 
Scottish writer-director Bill 
Forsyth’s 1983 comedy Local 
Hero, and over the next two 
decades he became a familiar 
face, if not exactly a household 
name, in the U.K., thanks to 
projects such as the 1996 TV 
miniseries Neverwhere (co- 
penned by future Doctor Who 
scribe Neil Gaiman). In March 
1995, Capaldi won an Academy 
Award for writing and directing 
the short film Franz Kafka’s 
It’s a Wonderful Life. Around the 
same time, he was offered 
the opportunity to try out for the 
starring role in a TV-movie 
reboot of Doctor Who, which had 
been off the air since 1989 follow- 
ing a ratings slump. Capaldi 
declined. “I didn’t go. I loved the 
show so much, and I didn’t think 
I would get it, and I didn’t want 
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GETTING TO KNOW WHO 


WHAT TO WATCH IF YOU HAVE... 


HUT 


ONE WEEK [UIT 


ONE HOUR 


HLL 


ONE bay YY J Meee EEA EEX@E 
CTT 


“THE ELEVENTH HOUR” 
2010 


Begin your adventure 

by time-traveling back to 
2010, when Eleventh 
Doctor Matt Smith and 
showrunner Steven Moffat 
(Coupling, Sherlock) 

kicked off their first season 
together. It’s a mini- 
reboot for the series that 
provides a great crash 
course in the rules of the 
Whoverse (regeneration, 
the TARDIS, giant alien 
eyeballs, etc.). 


“BLINK,” “ROSE,” AND “THE 
GIRL IN THE FIREPLACE” 
2005-07 


Dig deeper into the show 
by bingeing on three of the 
all-time best Doctor Who 
episodes, featuring two 
beloved Doctors: 
Christopher Eccleston 
(The Leftovers) and David 
Tennant (Broadchurch). As 
a bonus, you'll get to know 
fan-favorite companion 
Rose (Billie Piper) and the 
Doctor's scariest recent 
foes, the Weeping Angels. 


AN ADVENTURE IN 
SPACE AND TIME 

2013 

It’s time to learn how Who 
began, and you have two 
options: reading the Wiki- 
pedia page (boring!) or 
watching this lighthearted 
BBC docudrama (quite 
entertaining!), which 
chronicles Doctor Who's 
1960s origin and serves 
as a heartfelt tribute to 
the First Doctor, William 
Hartnell (played by The 
Strain’s David Bradley). 


BURNING 
QUESTIONS 


$e 


Are there 
overarching 
plotlines 

this season? 
“Yes,” says 
Moffat, “but at 
the same time 
90 percent of 
every episode 
is a stand-alone 
adventure.” 


to just be part of a big cull of actors.” He likely dodged a bullet. Paul 
McGann (Withnail and I) was cast in the movie, which proved a ratings 
disappointment. As a result, Doctor Who was shelved again until March 
2005, when showrunner Russell T Davies brought the series back, 
much to the delight of fans—including Capaldi. “I watched it with my 
daughter,” he says. “I said, ‘This is Doctor Who, and you’re going to 
watch it whether you like it [or not]” She liked it, and then it became a 
family thing; it became the thing that we did.” 

Something else Capaldi did a lot at this time? Use the F-word. In May 
2005, the BBC debuted a sitcom in the U.K. called The Thick of It, the 
British progenitor of Veep (both were created by Scottish TV satirist 
Armando Iannucci). Capaldi played Malcolm Tucker, a fictional, 
ferocious, and foulmouthed political enforcer (typical Tuckerism: “This 
is the f---ing Shawshank Redemption, but with more tunneling through 
s--- and no f---ing redemption”). The monstrous Tucker struck a chord 
with the British public, and over the next few years Capaldi achieved 
star status in his homeland. “It became clear quite quickly that quite a 
vocal and large group of people liked this character, and that had never 
really happened to me before,” says the actor, who is as polite and soft- 
spoken as Tucker routinely is not. “I would be stopped in the street and 
asked for an abusive bollocking from Malcolm Tucker.” 

Capaldi was also finally making his mark in the Who universe. He was 
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DAVID TENNANT’S 
FIRST SEASON 
2006 


Now that you've got the 
basics down, discover the 
joy of watching a season 
all the way through. Our 
pick? Tennant’s exceptional 
first term, a banner year 
for the show that struck a 
perfect balance between 
addictive storytelling, 
sci-fi high jinks (Daleks, 
Cybermen, werewolves!), 
and emotional backbone 
courtesy of Piper’s Rose. 


“CITY OF DEATH” ARC 
1979 


You can earn only so much 
Who cred by watching 
the 21st-century Doctors. 
To get a taste of the show 
that millions of Britons 
including current Who 
star Peter Capaldi) grew 
up watching, check out 
this classic four-episode 
story line from the Tom 
Baker era, co-written by 
fanboy icon Douglas 
Adams (The Hitchhiker's 
Guide to the Galaxy). 


THE BIG FINISH PODCAST 
2008-present 


If your eyes are tired from 
binge-watching, give 
them arest and listen to 
a few episodes of this 
podcast, which airs inter- 
views (including Toby 
Hadoke’s Who's Round) 
and new Doctor Who 
stories in audio form. The 
shows have even featured 
classic Doctors—such as 
Peter Davison and Colin 
Baker—reunited with 
their original companions. 


WHETHER YOU HAVE AN HOUR, A DAY, A WEEK, OR A MONTH TO CRAM, HERE’S OUR GUIDE TO 
EARNING A DOCTORATE IN WHO-OLOGY. —CHANCELLOR AGARD 


TORCHWOOD: 
CHILDREN OF EARTH 
2009 


There’s more to Doctor 
Who than just the flagship 
show—as proved by the 
spin-off series Torchwood, 
which takes place in the 
same universe as Who 
but stars a gang of alien- 
hunting misfits. The 
Children of Earth season 
was the series’ best, and it 
even boasts an appearance 
from future Doctor Peter 
Capaldi as a civil servant. 


DOCTOR WHO COMICS 
2014 


Missing Matt Smith’s and 
David Tennant’s Doctors? 
We've got the cure: Doctor 
Who: The Tenth Doctor 
and Doctor Who: The 
Eleventh Doctor are two 
new comics series with 
the continued adventures 
of these former Time 
Lords. And if you still 
don’t speak fluent Who 
after all this, then hop in 
a TARDIS and start over 
from the beginning! 


cast as the marble merchant 
Caecilius in the 2008 David 
Tennant-era adventure “The 
Fires of Pompeii” and then as a 
British politician in the 2009 Who 
spin-off miniseries Torchwood: 
Children of Earth. Capaldi further 
expanded his fantasy/sci-fi 
portfolio while also becoming a 
familiar of the Jolie-Pitt clan, 
playing the king of the fairies in 
the recently released Maleficent 
and a World Health Organization 
doctor in 2013’s World War Z. 
“That was an odd summer,” he 
recalls. “I worked with Angelina 
on Maleficent—from which I’ve 
been cut completely—and then 
went to work with Brad on World 
War Z.” As for his prophetic 
credit as a “W.H.O. Doctor”? 
“Total coincidence.” 


Still, when it was announced in the summer of last year that Smith 
was leaving Doctor Who, Capaldi’s name was notably absent from the 
list of rumored replacements, including Benedict Cumberbatch, Daniel 
Radcliffe, and Tennant’s Broadchurch costar Olivia Colman, who would 
have been the first woman to be cast in the part. Capaldi followed the 
media coverage of the Who horse race with interest but with no idea he 
might be asked to audition for the role. “I didn’t think of myself at all in 
that kind of race but was quite entertained by the whole thing playing 
out because I’m a fan of the show,” he says, adding that he thought he 
was out of the running due to one simple 
factor: “My age. I would have thought they 
were automatically heading younger.” 

Capaldi’s reasoning was sound. The age of 
the actors playing the Doctor has varied wildly 
over the decades, and Hartnell was, like 
Capaldi, in his mid-50s when the series 
debuted. But since its 2005 relaunch, the 
show’s male leads have all been younger than 
Capaldi—and have gotten younger over time. 
The first of the new Doctors, Christopher 
Eccleston, was 41 when he first appeared on 
the show, while his successor, Tennant, was 34. 


“You get into 
sex and drugs 
and rock & roll, 
and that 
becomes more 
important to 
you than watch- 
ing Doctor Who 


on a Saturday.” 
—PETER CAPALDI 


TENNANT AND PIPER, TORCHWOOD: CHILDREN OF EARTH: ADRIAN ROGERS/BBC (2); 


“CITY OF DEATH”: BBC; THE BIG FINISH PODCAST: BIGFINISH.COM 
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Smith himself was just 26 when 
he was cast. Of course, the actor 
playing the Doctor can’t keep 
getting younger—the show isn’t 
called Doogie Who-ser. And it 
turned out that what Capaldi per- 
ceived to be an obstacle to his 
casting was actually an advantage 
as far as Moffat was concerned. “I 
did say, ‘No, we probably won’t 
end up with another quirky 
young man,” he recalls. “I very 
quickly thought about Peter.” 
Capaldi reveals that when his 
agent called to ask how he would 
feel about playing the new Doctor, 
the actor “laughed for about two 
minutes—hbecause the idea was 
just so joyful,” he remembers. In 
an attempt not to tip off the 
media that Capaldi was in the 
frame for the part, Moffat audi- 
tioned him at the exec producer’s 
house in London. “I'd written 
some scenes for him to do, and I 
sort of maximized the daftness of 
them,” says Moffat. “You know, 
‘Can you do all this stuff without 
giggling?’ He was instantly in 
command of it, and he looked and 
sounded right for that part.” 
Last fall, Capaldi traveled to 
the Doctor Who studios in Cardiff, 
Wales, to shoot his scene for the 
2018 special Christmas episode. 
“The night before, I thought, ‘I 
don’t know how to do this at all,” 
he says. “[I was] just pacing up 
and down in my hotel bathroom. 
But you just have to throw your- 


THE DOCTOR’S 
GUIDE 
TO STYLE 


EVEN TIME-TRAVELING ALIEN 
ADVENTURERS LIKE TO LOOK 
GOOD, AND EACH FORMER 
STAR OF DOCTOR WHO HAD 
HIS OWN SIGNATURE STYLE. 
—MARC SNETIKER 
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WILLIAM 
HARTNELL 
1963-66 


Classy, so- 
phisticated, 
and witha 
monocle to 
match, the 
First Doctor 
set the sarto- 
rial standard. 


JON 
PERTWEE 
1970-74 


The Third 
Doctor hada 
penchant for 
frilled shirts, 
velvet smok- 
ing jackets, 
and the occas- 
sional cape. 


| TOM 


BAKER 
1974-8] 


| Thanks to 


that legen- 
darily long 
knit scarf (and 
that fedora!), 
the Fourth 
Doc’s look is 
now iconic. 


SMITH, TENNANT: ADRIAN ROGERS/BBC (2); OTHER DOCTORS: BBC (5) 


self into it.” Jenna Coleman, who plays companion Clara, describes film- 
ing the regeneration scene as a “surreal” experience. “Matt finished his 
scene and then Peter arrived,” says the actress, 28. “They shook hands 
and then crossed paths, and it’s literally as brutal as that. You carry on 
filming the exact same scene with a different actor. Peter must have 
done that scene about 55 different ways, throwing things in the air 
and seeing what sticks.” Fans got to see the result of Capaldi’s experi- 
mentation on Dec. 25 when his Doctor suddenly appeared before Clara 
in the TARDIS to ask, “Do you happen to know how to fly this thing?” 
Capaldi says the first time he really felt like the Doctor was when he did 
get to fly the TARDIS after the new season began shooting in January. “Of 
course there’s a lot of people, prop guys, very kindly telling you how to 
work the TARDIS,” he says. “But I thought, ‘I know how to work the 
TARDIS, you don’t have to tell me how to work the TARDIS. ” 


SOMEONE ELSE WHO doesn’t need 
to be told how to work the TARDIS? 
Yours truly. A few days after speak- 
ing with Capaldi, EW is at the 
show’s studio complex, where the 
two-part Cybermen-featuring 
finale of the new season is being 
shot by Tank Girl director Rachel 
Talalay. At the moment, however, 
this Who-loving writer is fulfilling a 
childhood dream by standing on the 
360-degree set of the TARDIS, punching buttons on the ship’s six-sided 
console, whose controls include computer keys and a set of levers origi- 
nally designed to be used in railway signal boxes. “What was quite good, 
they were Matt Smith-proof,” explains EW’s companion, Who produc- 
tion designer Michael Pickwoad. “He was very good at breaking things.” 

Pickwoad fashioned this latest version of the TARDIS a couple of 
years ago during Smith’s tenure as the Doctor but has made some 
modifications now that Capaldi is at the controls. These include adding 
bookshelves and an array of blackboards inscribed with a mix of Earth 
algebra and whatever in blue blazes they have in that department on 
the Doctor’s home planet of Gallifrey. “Peter Capaldi, he’s more of a 
thinking Doctor,” says Pickwoad. 

In addition to showing off the redecorated TARDIS, Pickwoad gives 
EW a tour of some of the sets that will be featured in the new season, 


COLIN 


BURNING 
QUESTIONS 


+ 


Will the 
Doctor's arch- 
enemy the 
Master be back 
this season? 
“There's always 
that rumor,” 
teases Moffat. 
“It didn’t come 
from us.” 


+ 


Where will this 
season be set? 
“We've got quite 
alot of Earth 
stuff this time,” 
says Moffat. 
“But it’s a proper 
variety, and | 
think I'll not tell 
you what's 
going to be 

on the roller 
coaster in 
advance.” 


on the condition that your writer 
doesn’t reveal what he sees. 
(Doctor’s orders!) Moffat & Co. 
are well aware of the huge inter- 
est in Doctor Who around the 
world and are careful to the point 
of paranoia about the possibility 
of the show’s secrets becoming 
public. Of course, just because 
you're paranoid doesn’t mean 
people aren’t out to get you. A 
few weeks after EW’s trip to the 
U.K., the BBC announced that 
the scripts for the new season’s 
first five shows—as well as a 
rough cut of the first episode— 
had leaked online, prompting 
Who scribe Mark Gatiss to vent 
on Twitter, “People spend all 
their time making nice things 
and then other people come 
along and break them...” 

But the Who crew is prepared 
to hint at some of the things 
to come. Like the revamped 
TARDIS, Capaldi’s debut season 
as the Doctor will be both famil- 
iar and different. The Moffat- 
penned season premiere, for 
example, features the return of 
the Paternoster Gang, a trio of 
Victorian detectives and fan 
favorites made up of the green- 
skinned Madame Vastra (played 
by Neve McIntosh), her human 
wife, Jenny Flint (Catrin Stewart), 
and the dome-headed, hilariously 
dim-witted Strax (Dan Starkey). 
“The first episode is all about 
meeting the Doctor,” says Moffat’s 
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CHRISTOPHER 
BAKER ECCLESTON 
1984-86 2005 
Ever the fan This isn’t 
of outra- your father’s 
geously Time Lord: 
colored spats, No. 9 oozed 

| No. 6 also bad-boy 

rocked the appeal with 
last of the jeans anda 
ribbon ties. leather jacket. 


DAVID 

TENNANT SMITH 
2005-10 2010-13 

In his Tenth Bow ties and 
form, the three-piece 
Doctor sported suits gave a 


four-button 
suits and Con- 
verse All Stars. 
(Not pictured: 
3-D glasses.) 


touch of class 
to the Elev- 
enth Doctor, a 
fan of tweed 
and natty hats. 
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fellow executive producer Brian Minchin. “Clara is lost in Victorian 
England and lovely young Matt Smith has disappeared and Peter 
Capaldi is now the Doctor and she’s discovering what he’s like and 
we're with her going on that journey.” So far, so normal—at least for 
fans accustomed to the idea of crime-solving interspecies lesbians. 
However, the premiere was directed by the hot British filmmaker 
Ben Wheatley, a die-hard Who fan who's known for making extremely 
violent films, including 2012’s occult horror movie Kill List. “He’s made 
the show quite scary,” says Capaldi. “Ben has a wonderful eye and a 
sensibility about dreadfulness, in the sense that his films are all full of 
dread. You know, ‘What terrible thing is about to befall these char- 
acters?’ He’s brought an element of that to the show, which is great.” 

Last season, Smith’s and Coleman’s characters enjoyed something of 
a flirtatious relationship. But with an almost-30-year age gap between 
Coleman and her new costar, Clara has been gifted with a more 
generationally appropriate love interest, Danny, played by Who newbie 
Samuel Anderson. “He’s a teacher at the same school as Clara,” says 
Minchin. “Clara decides she’s not going to leave her life behind to go 
travel in time and space. She’s starting this relationship with Danny, so 
she’s going to keep both lives going at once. The Doctor will drop her 
back two minutes after she’s left, and she’ll have to explain why her 
hair’s grown longer or she’s got seaweed in her dress.” Beyond the 
Cybermen, this season will bring back the Daleks, while this year’s list 
of guest stars includes the singer Foxes, British comedian Frank 
Skinner, and Keeley Hawes (/I-5) as a character called Mrs. Delphox. 
“She’s playing this naughty but nice, really sexy villain who kind of kills 
you but with a sweet smile,” says Coleman. 


MAKE NEW ENEMIES, BUT KEEP THE OLD 


PETER CAPALDI ISN'T JUST THE NEW DOCTOR, HE'S ALSO A WHO EXPERT—SO WE 
ASKED HIM WHICH CLASSIC FOES HE'D LIKE TO FIGHT. -CLARK COLLIS 


DALEKS AND CYBERMEN are coming in 
the new season. But if Peter Capaldi 

had his pick of vintage Who villains, he’d 
pit the Doctor against two other old 

foes: the Axons from 1971's “The Claws of 
Axos,” and the original ’60s-era Cybermen. 
“Axons appeared as these godlike crea- 
tures, but underneath they were festering 
bags of flesh. I’d love to see a modern 
version of that,” says Capaldi. And the 
Cybermen were “absolutely terrifying, 
with cloth faces. That was really creepy.” 
Unfortunately, showrunner Steven 
Moffat describes both foes differently. “I 
always thought the Axons had a natural 
resemblance to a BAFTA,” he says, refer- 
ring to the British version of the Oscar. As 
for the old-school Cybermen? “We're not 
bringing those back, because they look 


like boys with [sweaters] pulled over their oe 
heads. But Peter and | are not having a an original 
fight about which Cybermen are better.” Cyberman 


BURNING 
QUESTIONS 


$ 


What will 
happen in the 
season finale? 
Moffat is mostly 
mum on the 
subject, though 
we know it will 
be a two-parter. 
But he does 
reveal that “it’s 
not just about 
Cybermen. It’s a 
good, action- 
packed, mad 
one, | think.” 


™~. 
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Of course, the show’s most 
important new element is 
Capaldi’s Doctor. “He’s more 
alien than we’ve seen him for a 
while, and he is less patient with 
the foibles of human beings,” 
says the actor. “Somewhere in 
his regenerative process, human 
beings have lost their charm for 
him. But they begin to work 
their magic eventually.” In last 
year’s special 50th-anniversary 
show, the Doctor’s many incar- 
nations worked together to save 
Gallifrey—and in a real-life echo 
of that, Capaldi reveals he has 
sought assistance from his 
two immediate predecessors, 
Tennant and Smith. “Matt and 
David have both been very help- 
ful,” says Capaldi. “We text a lot, 
if there is a problem I need some 
advice on. It’s a very small club, 
the amount of people who have 
played the part when the show’s 
been at this scale.” 

Coleman says Capaldi could 
hardly be a more enthusiastic 
costar: “He especially likes it 
when things get blown up and 
[there are] Daleks and Cyber- 
men. He’s absolutely loving 
getting to play the Doctor.” 
Capaldi is fully aware that the 
role of the Doctor is not a job for 
life. “It’s funny Matt saying that,” 
says Capaldi when told about 
Smith’s comments to EW in 
2012. “One of the things that hits 
you when you get the part is that 
it is finite. It’s not like the series 
winds up—you get replaced.” 

For now, though, Capaldi 
admits he is very much the cat 
who got the cream—or, rather, 
the Doctor Who fan who got his 
hands on the TARDIS. “I feel 
guilty that my job is so fantas- 
tic,” he says. “You wake up in the 
morning and you’re Doctor 
Who. What a reason to get out 
of bed!” = 


(Z) ag 


QoLE YOUR HOME AND AUTO Tog 
wo you COULD SAVE A BUNDLE. 
4 THINK THAT'S A HAIKU, 


ETHER 


OU ASK ME, SAVING MONEY 
BE AS EASY AS BUNDLING. 
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DES! OF IE 
GECKFES | 


FROM KILLER ROBOTS TO KILLER ZOMBIES, THE 45TH ANNUAL EDITION OF 
SAN DIEGO COMIC-CON WAS, WELL, KILLER. MORE THAN 130,000 SUPERFANS 
OF SCI-FI, FANTASY, AND HORROR GATHERED FROM JULY 24 TO 27 FOR THE 
CONFAB THAT CAN MAKE OR BREAK A PROJECT. HERE, OUR PICKS FOR 


THE 10 MOMENTS THAT WERE WORTH CA 


BY ANTHONY BREZNICAN AND JAMES HIBBERD 


@ ULTRON ATTACK 

Always a giant presence at Comic-Con, Marvel 
Studios pulled back on its usual barrage of movies 
to focus on two for 2015: Ant-Man and Avengers: Age 
of Ultron. Both played well to the faithful, but the 
Avengers footage delivered the real knockout punch. 
Fans gasped at shots that featured Captain America’s 
shield snapped in half and a final image of the 
Avengers sprawled and broken on the ground— 
damage inflicted by the title villain, an eight-foot-tall 
bloodthirsty robot played by James Spader (The 
Blacklist). Our superheroes may be down, but the 
footage brought fans to their feet. 


@ BATMAN-SUPERMAN STARE-DOWN 

Zack Snyder’s sequel to last year’s Man of Steel (and 
prequel to the upcoming Justice League) is still shoot- 
ing, but Warner Bros. shared an early scene from 
Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice that highlights 
the hostility between the two heroes. Picture this: 
Ben Affleck’s Caped Crusader is on a rooftop with 
the Bat signal, which he wrenches skyward, blasting 
the light onto a stern-looking Henry Cavill, floating 
in the rainy night just above him. As they lock gazes, 
the eyes of Batman’s cowl glow night-vision blue, 
while Superman’s simmer heat-vision red. Affleck, 
Cavill, and Gal Gadot, who plays Wonder Woman, 


PING OUTSIDE HALL H TO SEE. 


made a brief appearance in Hall 
H—but they only smiled and 
waved. “I’m not giving them a 
microphone because I’m afraid 
you guys are going to ask them 
some questions,” Snyder said. 
Speaking of Wonder Woman, the 
director also released a warrior- 
princess image of Gadot in 
character, wielding a sword and 
wearing a dark miniskirt that 
looks less Lynda Carter and 
more Game of Thrones. 


@ INTERSTELLAR SHOCK 

Even though Inception and the 
Dark Knight trilogy seemed engi- 
neered for Comic-Con crowds, 
director Christopher Nolan had 
never ventured to the convention 
until this year. At a panel moder- 
ated by EW editor Matt Bean, 
Nolan was greeted like a long-lost 
brother. The filmmaker offered 
hints about Interstellar, his myste- 
rious new film due in theaters 
Nov. 7, revealing that Matthew 


SUTTER, MASLANY: KEVIN WINTER/GETTY IMAGES (2); STAR TREK FAN: JEROD HARRIS/GETTY IMAGES; CAVILL, GADOT, AND AFFLECK: ALBERT L. ORTEGA/GETTY 
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Who’s the 
warrior princess 
now, Xena? 


Sons of Anarchy 
creator Kurt 
Sutter breaks down 
discussing the 
show's final season 

A Trekker who's 
apparently spent 
some time aboard 
Alien’s Nostromo 

Batman v 
Superman: Dawn of 
Justice's Henry Cavill, 
Gal Gadot, and Ben 
Affleck (plus a sneak 
peek at Gadot’s 
Wonder Woman 
outfit) 4. Apocalypse 
checks for messages 
from his Horsemen 

Orphan Black's 
Tatiana Maslany 

Mark Ruffalo 
smashes up with 
former Hulk Lou 
Ferrigno 7. Peter 
Jackson hits the 
convention floor 
disguised as an evil 
jester 8. EW editor 
Matt Bean meets 
Interstellar director 
Christopher Nolan 
and star Matthew 
McConaughey 

A possible first 
sighting of Marvel's 
new female Thor 
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McConaughey (who joined Nolan on stage) leads a 
team of astronauts and researchers through worm- 
holes in search of a new habitable planet. Nolan called 
the sci-fi epic “a journey that would take you not just 
into the solar system, not just through this galaxy, but 
into a whole other galaxy.” 


@ DEAD MARCH ON WASHINGTONAMC 
showed an action-packed trailer for The Walking 
Dead’s fifth season that reveals a thankfully 
reenergized Rick (Andrew Lincoln) and a more fo- 
cused mission-based story line. Rick & Co. will join 
with the shady Terminus crew on a grim walker- 
slashing march on Washington, D.C., to try to cure the 
zombie virus. Will they succeed? Of course not! But 
we're going to love watching them fail. “There’s some- 
thing about getting my gun back...and getting sweaty 
and dirty and bloody that feels right,” Lincoln said. 


@ WESTEROS POPULATION BOOM 

Just when you finally figured out Daario from Davos 
from Dontos, now HBO’s Game of Thrones is adding 
more characters for season 5. New hires include 
Jonathan Pryce (Pirates of the Caribbean) as a power- 
ful King’s Landing religious leader, and many 
members of House Martell in Dorne—that sexy 
southern playground where everybody’s rather irked 
about the death of their Prince Oberyn last season. 
“Tt’s a whole new landscape, a whole new cultural 
group,” showrunner David Benioff tells EW, “and we 
get to meet Prince Oberyn’s three daughters with 
three different women—he was a bit of a scoundrel.” 


@ NEW REBEL YELL 

Disney debuted its first Star Wars title since acquiring 
the franchise two years ago: Star Wars Rebels, a Disney 
XD animated series about the founding of the Rebel 
Alliance. A swashbuckling adventure set five years 
before A New Hope, the series drew early raves by evok- 
ing a feeling from a long time ago—1977, to be exact. 
“The fun of Rebels is to return to the original films,” 
said exec producer Simon Kinberg. That includes a 
plummeting Stormtrooper giving a Wilhelm scream. 


¢@ HOBBIT TRUTHINESS 

Stephen Colbert came dressed for success. The 
Comedy Central host (and soon-to-be heir to David 
Letterman’s CBS late-night show) is a J.R.R. Tolkien 
superfan and moderated the Q&A for Peter Jackson's 
The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies. All the while, 
he cosplayed as his one-eyed Lake-town spy from the 
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The host of AMC’s Talking Dead recap show and Nerdist impresario 
recalls his Comic-Con experience in words and (of course) selfies 


NOT IN THE SAME (JUSTICE) LEAGUE 
“There were more selfies than last year,” says Hardwick, here with Ben Affleck 
(Batman), Henry Cavill (Superman), and Gal Gadot (Wonder Woman). “This selfie 


circulated quite a bit, but then | also got a selfie with the Avengers. | don’t take sides.” 


MIDDLE-EARTHLINGS 
“Stephen Colbert dressed as his Lake- 
town spy character for the Hobbit panel. 
He knows more about Lord of the Rings 
than Tolkien. He beat Philippa [Boyens], 
one of the producers, in some sort of 
trivia battle at one point.” 


BACK TO THE FUTURE 4? 
Hardwick geeked out with The Hobbit’s 
Benedict Cumberbatch. “He pretended to 
be Biff and gave me a noogie as Marty 
McFly,” says Hardwick. “If there’s a perfect 
mixture between manhood and English 
roses, that’s what he smells like.” 


YM ls . 

WHO’S THE MANDALORIAN? 
“If | want to walk the floor quickly, | have 
to go incognito,” he explains. “This is a 
Boba Fett hoodie that has mesh I can see 
through. | didn’t get to walk the floor until 
Sunday, and | only had about a half hour.” 


eal 
theron 


ty 


BUSS STOP 
“| was actually trying to make kissy 
faces, but it came out more like a duck 
face. Making duck face is the only 
thing | do better than Channing Tatum. 
It stops after that.” 


Top photograph by MICHAEL MULLER 
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INVISION FOR ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY (4) 


Game of Thrones’ Sophie Turner and 
Maisie Williams 


second installment of the trilogy—completing his 
transformation with a leathery cloak and a dirt- 
smeared face. “If I could only go back in time and 
show this to my 18-year-old self,’ Colbert said. But it 
doesn’t seem like that inner child has gone very far. 


@DCTV 

Marvel may dominate the multiplex, but DC is 
inundating TV this fall with four shows, three of them 
new: Fox’s Batman prequel Gotham, NBC’s Constan- 
tine, and The CW’s The Flash launch this year, while 
Arrow returns for its third season, with plans to intro- 
duce supervillain Ra’s al Ghul. 

Over in the Marvel-verse, 


ABC’s Agents of SHILELD.is “IF ICOULD 


S.H.LE.L.D.’s lain De Caestecker, Robot Chicken’s 
Seth Green, and former Doctor Who star Matt Smith 


The Awesomes’ Seth Meyers 


adding Lucy Lawless as 
S.H.I.E.L.D. veteran Isabel 
Hartley, as well as a sexy fan- 
favorite undercover operative 
from the comics, Bobbi Morse 
(a.k.a. Mockingbird), who's as 


ONLY GO BACK 
IN TIME AND 
SHOW THIS TO 
MY 13-YEAR- 
OLD SELF.” 


—STEPHEN COLBERT, ABOUT 


yet uncast. BEING ON THE HOBBIT PANEL 
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Comic-Con’s brightest stars got their glamour-geek on at EW’s eighth 
annual party on July 26 at Float at the Hard Rock Hotel San Diego 


Marvel's Agents of S.H.LE.L.D.’s Chloe Bennet, 
Ming-Na Wen, and Elizabeth Henstridge 


@ STORYBROOKE FREEZE 

ABC shared a peek at this fall’s Frozen story line on 
Once Upon a Time, which may be the show’s hottest 
(coldest?) ever. Not much was revealed except this: 
Anna (Elizabeth Lail) is getting married. 


@ FUTURE HYPE 

One new trend: teasing sequels before the original is 
even out. The Maze Runner doesn’t open until Sept. 19, 
but director Wes Ball told fans that plans were 
already under way to adapt The Scorch Trials, the sec- 
ond book in author James Dashner’s YA series. And 
a week before Guardians of the Galaxy opens, star 
Chris Pratt and director James Gunn closed the 
Marvel panel by revealing that Guardians 2 would hit 
theaters on July 28, 2017. Director Guillermo del Toro 
took this kind of pre-hype a step further, asking his 
Hall H audience to clap for the future project they 
wanted more: Hellboy 3 or his long-discussed H.P. 
Lovecraft adaptation At the Mountains of Madness. 
The crowd seemed to love both, and del Toro hoped 
any studio execs on hand would hear that. m 
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SHOOT 
FOR THE 
STARS 


CON, COOL, AND COLLECTED. HOLLYWOOD FLOCKED 
TO OUR PHOTO STUDIO INSIDE THE HARD ROCK HOTEL 
SAN DIEGO TO STRIKE A POSE—AND GIVE SOME 
SERIOUS SCOOP ON THEIR UPCOMING PROJECTS. 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY MICHAEL MULLER 


PERS 


AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 

The fate of the world hangs in the balance when Marvel’s super 
troupe—(clockwise from top left) Aaron Taylor-Johnson, Paul 
Bettany, Robert Downey Jr, Chris Evans, Chris Hemsworth, Mark 
Ruffalo, Samuel L. Jackson, James Spader, Jeremy Renner, Cobie 
Smulders, and Elizabeth Olsen—returns on May 1, 2015. Mean- 
while, Downey weighed in on the future of Tony Stark (a.k.a. 
Iron Man): “His next phase must be male menopause.” 


TRUE BLOOD 
The campy vamp 
hit—starring, 

from left, Deborah 
Ann Woll, Stephen 
Moyer, Anna 
Paquin, Rutina 
Wesley, and Chris 
Bauer—wraps up 
its final season on 
Aug. 24. Paquin, 
for one, has found 
a colorful way to 
commemorate the 
last few episodes: 
“| did celebrate 

my hair’s return 

to being my own 
property,” she said. 
“| will be dyeing it, 
color of the week. 
This week we're on 
purple and blue.” 
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GAME OF 

| THRONES 
There’s no shortage 
of bloodshed on the 
HBO epic, but 
Maisie Williams, 
who plays pint- 
size orphan Arya 
Stark, is eager to 
contribute even 
more next season. 
“| think we're going 
to really start to 
believe Arya when 
she says she’s not 
someone to be 
messed with,” said 
the actress (second 
from right, with 
Sophie Turner, John 
Bradley, Rose Leslie, 
Rory McCann, and 
Kit Harington). 


INSURGENT 

Theo James and Shailene Woodley will reprise their Divergent 
roles in the second film based on Veronica Roth's YA best- 
sellers about teens in a postapocalyptic Chicago (out March 20, 
2015). Luckily, the duo have embraced the series’ dark, dystopian 
vibe. “We like grit, man,” said Woodley. Her costar added, “And 
| we don’t wash much.” 


| THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE 
~ | OF THE FIVE ARMIES 
| Cate Blanchett 
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FRANK MILLER’S SIN CITY: 

~ | ADAME TO KILL FOR 
Jessica Alba (top left, with Rosario Dawson) 
revisits her role as stripper Nancy Callahan 
in the pulp noir drama costarring Josh Brolin. 
But in this film (out Aug. 22), she’s doing way 
more than dancing. Alba said her character 
“swings one mean crossbow.” 


— 


THE 
VAMPIRE 
DIARIES 

The principal 
players in The 
CW's steamy 
love triangle 

are getting 
ready for a sixth 
season of heart- 
ache, but kept 
their lips sealed 
on any spoilers. 
lan Somerhalder 
(left, with Nina 
Dobrev and Paul 
Wesley) said, 
“We don’t want 
to get fired!” 
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— ANT-MAN and 
THE HOBBIT: 
THE BATTLE 
(o) ts =e hd 
ARMIES 
Evangeline Lilly 


THE SIXTH SENSE reunion 
We see old friends! Haley Joel Osment, 
now 26, headed to Comic-Con to pro- 
mote the Kevin Smith horror flick Tusk— 
and bumped into M. Night Shyamalan, 
who directed him in the 1999 classic. 
(Shyamalan was there for his Fox mini- 
series Wayward Pines, slated for 2015.) 


MARVEL’S AGENTS OF S.H.I.E.L.D. 
The season finale saw the ABC show’s titular organization in peril, 
but Clark Gregg (with costar Chloe Bennet) is optimistic about 
their prospects for season 2, premiering Sept. 23. “All we've got is 
our wits, a couple of starter pistols, and a George Foreman grill to 
rebuild S.H.I.E.L.D,.” he said. “It’s kind of lo-fi, brass-knuckles, back- 
alley espionage, which is, it turns out, what we're good at.” 


BATES MOTEL 
Fans are still freaking over the kiss between Norman and his mom in the season 2 finale of 
A&E's Psycho prequel. But star Vera Farmiga (with Freddie Highmore, who plays her son) 
doesn’t get the fuss. “I don’t see the big deal!” she told EW. “This is a mother preventing her 
child from committing suicide, and she had to plant something meaningful on him.” 


KINGSMAN: THE SECRET 
SERVICE 

Name's Firth, Colin Firth. The suave 
British actor is kicking butt in this spy 
thriller (out Oct. 24). His character is 
part of an “incredibly sophisticated 
vigilante group,” he explained, “and they 
masquerade as Savile Row tailors.” 
Bespoke bombs, anyone? 
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<—| THE HUNGER 

| GAMES: 
MOCKINGJAY— 
PART 1 
Game of Thrones’ 
Natalie Dormer (center, 
with Evan Ross, Elden 
Henson, Mahershala 

| Ali, and Wes Chatham) 
joins the third Hunger 
Games film (out 

| Nov. 21). She noted 

| that if you’re an actress 
looking for complex 

| roles, the odds are not 
in your favor. “Katniss 
Everdeen—as popular as 
she is—is an anomaly.” 


THE WALKING DEAD 

The zombie drama (starring Norman Reedus, 
above) returns to AMC on Oct. 12. Andrew Lincoln— 
third from top right with costars (clockwise) Danai 
Gurira, Chad Coleman, Steven Yeun, Emily Kinney, 
Reedus, Chandler Riggs, Michael Cudlitz, Lauren 
Cohan, and Melissa McBride—teased that the 
premiere has “a very special surprise at the end.” 
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<| ORPHAN BLACK 
Sophie's choice! Tatiana Maslany (with costar 
Jordan Gavaris), star of the BBC America clone 
drama, had an incredibly difficult time when 
asked to pick her favorite onscreen alter ego. 
“This year | had a lot of fun with Rachel. 
And Helena. And Tony. | don’t know— 
they're all really fun!” 


<| THE GIVER 
Jeff Bridges has 
worked for two 
decades on the big- 
screen adaptation of 
Lois Lowry’s dystopian 
novel (out Aug. 15). 
He picked up the 
rights shortly after its 
1993 publication and 
planned for his late 
father, Lloyd Bridges, 
to play the lead. 
Jeff has stepped into 
the old-man role but 
noted, “Somewhere 
in some garage, there 
is a videotape of me 
directing my father 
[in this].” 


| KEY & PEELE 
Comedy Central's beloved sketch show starring 
Keegan-Michael Key and Jordan Peele kicks off its 
fourth season on Sept. 24. And yes, there will be 
another Halloween-themed installment. “It will 
definitely be the darkest episode, hands down,” 
Key said, adding with a laugh, “The show's moving 
in that direction as well.” 


| PENGUINS OF MADAGASCAR 
| Tom McGrath, Benedict Cumberbatch, 
! and John Malkovich 
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Triumph the 

Insult Comic Dog 

Triumph and Jack McBrayer were on 
hand to hype their as-yet-untitled 
buddy comedy for Adult Swim. “Some 
people come for the costumes and 
the new movies,” Triumph shared. 

“| come for the new smell.” 


ANT-MAN 

Paul Rudd isn’t quite as hulking as 
some of the other Marvel hunks. 

But in order to play minuscule hero 
Ant-Man (for the July 17, 2015, movie), 
he needs to focus on getting small. 
“I've ripped through three costumes 
already,” joked the actor. “And we've 
only been rehearsing.” 


GOTHAM 

| Why did Jada 
Pinkett Smith 
(second from 
right, with Erin 
Richards, Donal 
Logue, and Ben 
McKenzie) bring 
a baseball bat to 
San Diego to 
promote Fox's 
Batman prequel? 
“[I’'m playing] Fish 
Mooney, a new 
character,” she 
explained. “I figured 
I'd bring her best 
friend, the Regula- 
tor, so people could 
get to know her a 
bit better.” 


With reporting by Anthony Breznican, Darren Franich, James Hibberd, Neil Janowitz, Kyle Ryan, Dan Snierson, Nicole Sperling, Tim Stack, Keith Staskiewicz, and Kat Ward 


— 


<| AVENGERS: 


Cobie Smulders 


a” 


[> 


<| THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE OF 
THE FIVE ARMIES 
Filming has wrapped on the last of the three 
supersize Bilbo Baggins films (out Dec. 17), 
but director Peter Jackson is still hard at work 
in postproduction. “These guys are all fresh- 
faced,” said Jackson (center, with Benedict 
Cumberbatch, Andy Serkis, Luke Evans, Lee 
Pace, Cate Blanchett, and Orlando Bloom). 
“They were released into the world... I’m the 
one who's spent!” 


| 


Bertman 

Sesame Street favorite Bert showed up to 
Comic-Con just for fun—and dressed as the 
Caped Crusader. Unfortunately, he didn’t 
seem up on the latest news about Batman v 
Superman: Dawn of Justice. Upon hearing 
that Jason Momoa may play Aquaman, 
he gasped, “What about the guy from 
Entourage? They recast him already? Wow.” 


SLEEPY HOLLOW 

Could Tom Mison and Nicole Beharie’s 
platonic partnership turn romantic in 
season 2 of Fox's supernatural hit? 

“| certainly hope not,” said Beharie. 
“One of the things that drew me to 
the project [was that] Abbie wasn’t 
defined by a man.” 
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DANIEL RADCLIFFE RECOUNTS HIS ADV 


AS TOLD TO SARA VILKOMERSON 


PES SN 


ENTUR 


Daniel Radcliffe 
photographed 
on July 25, 2014, 
HTabsy-lan B)I=yere) 


RGIN 


ES FROM HIS FIRST-EVER VISIT. 


4 WORLD WIDE WEB CRAWLER 
Radcliffe (with publicist Guido G6tz) started 
prepping a costume to disguise himself at 
the event weeks before coming to Comic-Con. 
“It's one reason why | love Halloween,” he 
says. “It’s the only night | can go out in a mask 
and no one thinks I’m weird!” Another reason? 
“You can walk around and see lots of tiny Harry 
Potters running around.” 


“There are two facts that tend to amaze 
people,” says Harry Potter star Daniel 
Radcliffe. “That during my whole life I’ve 
only spent four weeks total in L.A. and 
that I’ve never been to Comic-Con.” 
Thanks to the fantasy thriller Horns (out 
Oct. 31), in which he plays a young man 
who sprouts devilish protuberances from 
his head, the actor made his first appear- 
ance at the San Diego fanfest on July 25. A 
few moments after leaving his inaugural 
Hall H panel, the 25-year-old shared some 
of the highlights of his trip. 


@ VISA NOT ACCEPTED HERE 

I was supposed to arrive two days 
earlier [from Toronto]. But what 
happened is that there’s a computer 
system in Washington, D.C., that 
authorizes the physical printings of 


Photograph by MICHAEL MULLER 


COURTESY DANIEL RADCLIFFE (3) 


visas onto passports that was shut down for 48 hours. But there’s 
a special circumstance that the U.S. government can grant a 
parole—and yes, that’s what it’s called, and yes, it does make me 
feel a bit like a felon—for extenuating circumstances. It felt like 
some sort of road movie: We have to get to Comic-Con! We finally 
arrived around 11 p.m. Thursday night. 


@ FIRTH AND JACKSON AND TATUM—OH MY! 

I did a bunch of interviews during the morning on Friday, going 
from room to room and hotel to hotel. I did run into people along 
the way—I saw Colin Firth and Samuel L. Jackson and Channing 
Tatum. It’s always cool. I was able to congratulate Channing 
because I had just seen 22 Jump Street and loved him in it. It’s nice 
to be able to meet people when you are truly fans of theirs. 


@ SUITING UP FOR THE FLOOR SHOW 

I didn’t want to go to Comic-Con without actually getting onto the 
convention floor. I'd prepared by buying a Spider-Man costume a few 
weeks ago. And what I’ve learned is that kids just love Spider-Man. 
A lot of people asked for photos with me as Spider-Man. It’s great to 


STREET 
FIGHTER 
Radcliffe 
remained hidden 
inside his 

Spidey suit for 
almost an hour 
while exploring 
the public areas. 
“It’s a great vibe,” 
he says of the 
event. “The 
atmosphere is 
so positive and 
inclusive. | have 
to tell you— 

| enjoyed it all.” 


THE POSING 
DEAD 


“| had a great 


photo taken 
with a young girl 
who was both 
Wonder Woman 
and a zombie 
because | guess 
she didn’t know 
which to choose,” 
says Radcliffe 
(with the girl 

and a Princess 
Leia). “The 
makeup she had 
on was of abso- 
lute film quality.” 


| EW GOES TO COMIC-CON | 


be able to put on a mask and interact 
with people who don’t know who I 
really am—I spoke in an American 
accent the whole time. I felt like a spy 
about to be found out at any moment. 


@ WHO HE GEEKS OUT FOR 
Anything to do with The Simpsons. They 
were such a big part of my childhood— 
every day I came home from the Harry 
Potter set 'd watch it. Also, this sounds 
ironic, but I’d really nerd out if I met the 
cast of Sharknado 2. ’m not joking: I 
have a particular love for that kind of 
movie. I did get to take a photo in my 
Spider-Man outfit with a [Sharknado 2] 
poster with a face cutout. And actually? 
Spider-Man in Sharknado 2 looks really 
good. So I’m thinking maybe that’s 
where they should go with it. 


# PROVING HIS NERD CRED 

I did a live interview with MTV and 
was tested on my nerd knowledge, 
and I failed the whole thing miserably. 
[Josh Horowitz] asked me to complete 
this phrase: “A Lannister always...” 
and I said, “keeps his hat on.” I don’t 
watch Game of Thrones! I was a huge 
comic-book fan growing up—Spider- 
Man, Daredevil, and The Flash. But I 
really must catch up on TV. 


@ HALL PASS 

What's really wonderful about Comic- 
Con is just how enthusiastic the crowd 
is. There’s an atmosphere where you 
can just be a big fan unabashedly and 
without apology. I thought I’d be more 
nervous going into the Hall H panel, but 
I was with [Horns director] Alexandre 
Aja and [book author] Joe Hill and they 
talk so well. Our moderator mentioned 
that it was my birthday a couple days 
earlier, and I said I'd always wondered 
what 6,500 people singing “Happy 
Birthday” would sound like. And then 
they all sang. It was great. My life is 
made up of weird and amazing 
moments I’ll never forget, and that’s 
definitely been added. m 
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his critics, and his 
latest book. 
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AKAMI y boyish and energetic in jeans 
is drinking coffee from a foam cup in a con- 
al Park. Here in the Random House head- 
oubles as a shrine to John Grisham—we're 
ith multiple editions of The Racketeer and 
ed pennant flags line the walls. Grisham 
neymaker, but Murakami is its global 
hose rabidly passionate fans line up 
uy his books. His latest novel, Colorless 
ilgrimage, sold an unheard-of one million 
. Americans may want to start queuing up 
its shelves on Aug. 12. 
1’s 1Q84, was an epic dystopian fever dream that 
Olorless Tsukuru is a brief, largely interior story that 
ami’s career-defining 1987 novel, Norwegian Wood. The 
author says the idea for the book, about an architect trying to reconnect with 
old friends who cut him off suddenly and without explanation, struck him 
while he was riding on the train or running in the park—he can’t remember 
which. “Story comes to me very automatically while I’m writing. I don’t know 
why,” he says with a laugh, his English heavily accented but impeccable. 
“Maybe I have something special.” Murakami says a lot of things like that, 
things that could make other authors quake with jealous rage. Case in point: 
“Thave been writing for 35 years and I have never experienced writer’s block.” 
The improvisational nature of his process shows in his work. Despite a 
rather everyday, relatable plot, Colorless Tsukuru takes on the mesmerizing, 
immersive, hallucinogenic feel of any Murakami novel: Characters come and 
go with no explanation; the line between logic and the absurd blurs; mysteries 
go unsolved. In the novel, a strange wanderer named Midorikawa carries a bag 
with him wherever he goes—for all the suspense built around it, you'd think the 
bag contained the meaning of life, but we never learn what’s in it. And don’t 
bother asking Murakami: He doesn’t know either. “I just write down what I 
hear,” he says. He resists facile categorization of his work and instead jokingly 
puts his novels in the “sushi noir” genre. “People ask, ‘What is sushi noir?’” 
he says. “I say, ‘I don’t know what sushi noir is—it’s just sushi noir!” 
Like his characters, Murakami is prone to epiphanies. He 
often tells the now-famous story of the spontaneous birth of his 
writing career: In April 1978, at the age of 29, he was watching 
a baseball game at Tokyo’s Jingu Stadium when an American 
player, Dave Hilton, hit a double. As his eyes traced Hilton 
rounding the bases, Murakami suddenly knew he would be a 
novelist. “I was running a jazz club in Tokyo and I made sand- 
wiches and cocktails for six or seven years,” he says. “All of 
a sudden, I wanted to write something. I thought that maybe 
I didn’t have any talent or gift as a writer, but I didn’t care. I 
wrote something, and it was good. I was so happy.” 
Since then, Murakami has kept a strict schedule, waking up 
before dawn every day and writing for four or five hours. And 
then he runs—a lot. In certain circles, Murakami is known for 
running as much as for writing. (His 2009 memoir, What I Talk 
About When I Talk About Running, has become a touchstone for 
literature-loving marathoners.) “You have to be physically 3 
tough to follow the stories,” he says. “You have to be tough to z 
survive in your own world.” Today the 65-year-old laments 1’ 
that he’s getting slower and slower as a runner. “When I was 
Al or 42, my times were the best,” he says. “Now I just want 


“When I’m writing 
about beer, the 
readers should be 
thirsty. When | write 
about making love, 
the readers should 
want to make love.” 


u| 


to run a race when I’m 80 years old.” 

Beneath his disciplined exterior, 
Murakami cares deeply about the sen- 
sory experience of the audience. “When 
I’m writing about beer, the readers 
should be thirsty,” he says. “When I write 
about making love, the readers should 
want to make love.” He talks with pride 
about a letter from a fan who was so 
aroused after reading Norwegian Wood 
that she sneaked out of her dorm room, 
threw rocks at her boyfriend’s window, 
and climbed into his bed to have sex 
with him. “That's a great story!” he says. 
“That’s a physical reaction.” 


OR ALL THE fans whorevere 
[F] him, Murakami has plenty 
of critics. Fellow Japanese 
authors, including Nobel laureate 
Kenzaburo Oe, have criticized his 
pervasive references to American pop 
culture—he loves everything from Lost 
to Lee Child’s Jack Reacher thrillers— 
and the lack of politics in his work. 
“All writers feel the atmosphere sur- 
rounding him,” says Murakami. “Those 
kinds of stories soak into him. It doesn’t 
have to be direct.” Other critics have 
singled out his treatment of women. 
Though he has written a few dynamic 
female characters—most notably 
Aomame, /Q84’s ass-kicking femme- 
fatale avenger—the women in his nov- 
els often drive the men to action and 
then fade away. “I think that some kinds 
of women are just like a medium,” 
explains Murakami. “They activate.” 
When asked if he’d ever write a 
novel in which a woman was the hero, 
Murakami seems to experience a 
Murakamian epiphany, and it’s a fasci- 
nating thing to witness. “Hmmm,” he 
says, taking an awkwardly long pause. 
“That’s a good question.” He rolls his 
empty foam cup, which now has a hole 
in it, on the table from hand to hand. 
After a full 20 seconds of silence, he 
claps his hands together. “That is fine,” 
he says, squeezing his eyes shut and 
pressing a fist against his forehead, as 
if trying to trap a thought in his brain. 
“Yeah. Okay. I will write some novels in 
the future from a woman’s point of 
view. Okay. It’s a challenge.” & 
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Our NEW graze box lets you swap to a 
better way to snack. And you can try 
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Dave Bautista, Zoe 
Saldana, Groot (voiced 
by Vin Diesel), and 
Chris Pratt 


Guardians of 
The Galaxy 


STARRING Chris Pratt, Zoe Saldana, 
Bradley Cooper, Vin Diesel, Dave Bautista 
DIRECTED BY James Gunn 

PG-13, 2HRS.,1 MIN. 


F THE AVENGERS are the New York Yankees of 
the Marvel universe—a collection of slick all-stars 
for whom victory is more or less a given—then the 
Guardians of the Galaxy are the Bad News Bears. 
They’re a motley crew of bickering, bumbling 
mercenaries driven by self-interest. They may 
band together in the end, but it’s rarely peaceful or 
pretty. The de facto leader of this assembly of inter- 
galactic antiheroes is Peter Quill, a cocky Terrian (i.e., 
earthling) who was hoovered up into space by a colossal 
spaceship when he was 8 and now introduces himself as 
“Star-Lord” to the derisive laughter of his snarling alien 
foes. Twenty-six years later, he’s grown into a swash- 
buckling fortune hunter with a maroon leather duster, a 
vintage Walkman loaded with classic rock, and a roguish 


vIOZ TAAYNVW 8 


50 | EW.COM August 8, 2014 


GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY: © MARVEL 2014; SEX TAPE: CLAIRE FOLGER 


sweet tooth for extraterrestrial hotties. 
Played with wily mischief by Chris Pratt, he’s 
like Han Solo’s more excitable, less respon- 
sible nephew. Joining Quill in Marvel’s fizzy 
franchise kickoff are the green-skinned 
assassin Gamora (Zoe Saldana), the mumbly 
mound of muscles Drax the Destroyer 
(wrestler Dave Bautista, whose physique is 
its own special effect), a rascally, foul- 
mouthed raccoon named Rocket (voiced by 
Bradley Cooper), and a walking tree crea- 
ture called Groot, whose only words are “I 
am Groot” (delivered through the gruff, 
grunting tonsils of Vin Diesel). 

Directed with an effortlessly light touch 
by James Gunn, a low-budget maestro of 
genre films such as 2006's Slither and 2010’s 
Super, Guardians of the Galaxy represents a 
risky proposition for Marvel on several 
levels: a director who’s never grappled with 
a project of this scale before, a menagerie of 
comic-book characters who are hardly 
household names (even to fanboys), and a 
tongue-in-cheek B-movie vibe that’s more 
Starcrash than Star Wars. But give Marvel 
props, even with all of its mega-success; the 
studio’s still willing to take chances. Here, 
that risk pays off big-time. The film’s a 
giddily subversive space opera that runs on 
self-aware smart-assery. 

The plot is hardly worth spelling out in 
too much detail. I’m not sure I could do it 
justice anyway. It’s the usual overstuffed 
action-adventure boilerplate about trying to 
retrieve a mystical MacGuffin—a multi- 
layered orb with the glowing power to 
destroy worlds—from a sinister baddie 
(Lee Pace’s blue-hued Ronan the Accuser). 
Actually, if Gunn and co-writer Nicole 
Perlman had just called the orb a tesseract, 
you'd basically be rewatching The Avengers. 
And there’s such a mishmash of seemingly 
interchangeable alien names (Morag, 
Thanos, Yondu, etc.), it’s tempting to tune 
out, assume it will all make sense in the end, 
and wait for the next bit of anarchic insult 
comedy from Pratt & Co. 

Unlike the sober Norse seriousness of 
Thor or the rah-rah retro-squareness 
of Captain America, Quill and his posse of 
merry pranksters are such a delirious blast 
of laughing gas that Guardians feels more like 
an unofficial sequel to 1984’s cult hit 
The Adventures of Buckaroo Banzai Across 
the 8th Dimension than a Marvel product. 


(I mean that as a 
compliment.) A large 
share of the credit 
goes to Pratt. On TV’s 
Parks and Recreation 
and in such big-screen 
features as Her and 
Delivery Man, he’s 
always provided a 
dependable jolt of joy- 
buzzer surprise in 
supporting roles. Now he’s graduated to lead- 
ing man—the straw that stirs the drink—and 
he’s such a natural, you can’t help but wonder 
why it took so long. The other standout is 
Cooper, who gives the motormouthed Rocket 
an outer-borough wiseguy honk and a hair- 
trigger temper. He’s like an R-rated Daffy 
Duck with a machine gun. 

Together, they’re a gang of exiles from the 
planet of misfit toys. Or, as Gamora gener- 
ously calls them, “the biggest idiots in the 
galaxy.” Will they learn to overcome their 
selfishness and embrace responsibility for 
the first time in their lives? Of course they 
will. The genius of Gunn’s superhero send-up 
is its cheeky, anything-goes absurdity. I’ve 
been pretty mixed on Marvel movies over 
the years—some have dazzled me, others 
have left me depressed. But Guardians is the 
first one that feels excitingly unpredictable. A= 
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Party Time 
At the 
Movies 


The New York-based company 
BBQ Films is reinventing the 
moviegoing experience by hosting 
boisterous interactive screenings— 
like the recent bender celebrating 
the 25th anniversary of Weekend 
at Bernie’s. MARC SNETIKER 


Two hundred partygoers in neon 
swimwear and tropical shirts wander 
through 12 rooms of the breezy 
summer hideaway Playland Motel in 
New York’s Rockaway Beach. They’re 
treated to an endless supply of beer, 
champagne, pizza, and ’80s club 
thumpers. Exuberant guides are also 
on hand to help guests navigate all 
the elaborate set pieces: a tepee for 
wealthy “investors” (i.e., anyone 
wearing a sea captain’s hat) seeking 
enlightenment; a kiddie pool with 
go-go girls in bikinis tossing fake 
money in the air; and a private loft 
where the party’s host, the loud- 
mouthed Bernie Lomax Jr., has just 
been murdered and is hunched over a 
couch. Someone moves to help him, 
but—no, never mind, she’s just taking 
aselfie. Sorry, Bern. Great party! 
This is the scene that greeted 
revelers who turned up on July 25 to 
celebrate the 25th anniversary of 
Weekend at Bernie’s, the 1989 comedy 
about two schmoes who host an epic 
blowout at their boss’ beach house 
after he gets whacked by gangsters. 
The wild interactive screening was 
organized by BBQ Films, a company 
dedicated to immersing people in the 
movie they’re watching—and, its CEO 


(Clockwise from top) Terry Kiser (a.k.a. Bernie) parties like it’s 1989; guests pose with 
Bernie Lomax Jr. (Alex Dunbar); Jonathan Silverman, Kiser, and Andrew McCarthy on the 
Weekend at Bernie’s poster 


hopes, changing cinemagoing as we 
know it. “We’re bringing film back to 
its roots, back to that old movie-palace 
feel, when people were experiencing 
film with other people,” says BBQ 
Films cofounder Gabriel Rhoads. “My 
wife calls it a collective effervescence— 
a Baptist prayer revival, front row 
center at a Bruce Springsteen 
concert. It’s when the energy of the 
people around you makes something 
much more powerful.” 


BBQ Films began when Rhoads and 
his wife, Lauren Lickus, started 
screening films via projector on their 
rooftop in Harlem in 2007. Fun movies 
(Big Trouble in Little China, Desperado) 
made way for more sophisticated 
attractions: On a whim Rhoads and 
Lickus invited a Columbia professor 
to give a lecture before an art-crime- 
themed double feature of F for Fake 
and Exit Through the Gift Shop. Word 
of mouth boosted attendance, and “as 
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REVIEWS MOVIES 


it goes in New York when something cool 
happens, it got too big,” recalls Rhoads. 
“So we took it off the patio.” Now filling 
warehouses, auditoriums, and even 
hotels, the company that Rhoads started 
for $200 in his home has become a fully 
licensed New York firm that throws 
around four events a year, some of which 
attract upwards of 800 guests—at about 
$50 per ticket—over a weekend. The 
company has engaged such eager spon- 
sors as Chevrolet and Amstel, and at least 
two major Hollywood studios are consid- 
ering partnering with BBQ to celebrate 
their own films. “Here’s an opportunity to 
create a live experience from an unchang- 
ing medium, and studios want to gravitate 
toward that,” says Rhoads. 

Guests don’t flock to BBQ simply 
to watch movies; they go for the chance 
to bein them. Every flick that the company 
builds an event around contains some 
sort of social-interaction scene that’s then 
re-created to make participants feel 
like movie stars. For Back to the Future, 
350 people crowded into a high school 
gymnasium in March for the Enchant- 
ment Under the Sea dance; last year, for 
The Fifth Element, a 650-person yacht was 


transformed into a spaceship, the Fhloston 
Paradise. Each immersive screening 
involves themed food and drinks, music, 
live skits (or stunts, as in the case of a 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles bash in 
2013), and the participation of hundreds 
of costumed partyers, about 15 percent of 
whom are repeat customers. “BBQ Films 
thinks of pretty much everything to make 
it a surprising and fun experience,” says 
Bernie’s attendee Jayme Lynes. “Every 
time I go, I’m just delighted.” 

Movie selection is left to a cinema-savvy 
brain trust of 150 volunteers who range 
from filmmakers to FedEx drivers. They 
pinpoint films with a nostalgia factor— 
hence the quarter-century milestone for 
Bernie’s. The latest event was neither 
BBQ’s largest nor its most ambitious 
(that award goes to the spaceship yacht), 
but it did feature an actor from the origi- 
nal movie: The company tracked down 
Terry Kiser—who played the cadaverous 
Bernie himself—and invited him to join 
in the chaos. BBQ also added a story line 
to the night, theming it as a launch party 
for Bernie Jr’s tech start-up, BernBux. 
“It’s a live cinematic sequel,” Rhoads 
jokes. “This might be the first event ever 
that gets optioned into a movie.” 

Of course, BBQ isn’t alone in bringing 
the fun back to film (see sidebar). That’s 
basically been the MO of the Austin- 
based Alamo Drafthouse since its 
founding in 1997. There are also themed 
cruises (Saw at Sea, anyone?) and 
the granddaddy of all this madness, the 
Rocky Horror Picture Show midnight 
screenings, which were popularized in 
New York in the late 70s. As his company 
prepares to launch a national tour in 
2015, Rhoads is confident that movie- 
goers across the country could use a 
little BBQ love: “T have yet to have some- 
body come up to me and say, ‘Could you 
stop all these shenanigans? I just want 
to watch the film.” Even Kiser, who has 
been appearing at various Bernie’s func- 
tions for 25 years, appreciates the lasting 
affection for the movie. “It’s all such a 
gift,” he says, peering from behind 
Bernie’s signature shades at the drunken 
guests greeting Bernie Jr. “Although I 
have no idea what the f--- is going on.” 
(Additional reporting by Nina Terrero) 


IMMERSIVE 
FILM-WATCHING 
AROUND THE 
WORLD 


From Austin to Seoul, these 
companies want to give 
you more than a bucket of 
popcorn to help you enjoy 
the show. —Marc Snetiker 


AUSTIN 

The popular movie house 
regularly throws interactive 
events called Rolling Road- 
shows. The most recent one 
took the audience on a train 
ride (above) before a screening 
of Snowpiercer attended by 
director Bong Joon-ho. 


LONDON 


The U.K.’s premier interactive 
film group offers themed 
screenings with role-play and 
ambitious design: It once 
re-created the entire town of 
Hill Valley, Calif., from Back to 
the Future. Plans are afoot to 
expand to the U.S. 


TORONTO 


Like BBQ Films, 360’s live expe- 
riences include re-creations—of 
Fight Club, the 28 Days Later 
apocalypse, and a full-blown 
simulated exorcism for...well, 
just guess. 


SEOUL 


Now in 25 countries and count- 
ing, this South Korean theater 
chain uses motion chairs and 
such environmental effects as 
fog, lightning, and scent. Smell- 
O-Vision lives! Taste that salty 
Titanic breeze! 
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Like a Stats Machine! 


You don’t get to call yourself the Hardest Working Manin 
Show Business without racking up some serious (and seriously 
bonkers) data. Here’s a numerical look at James Brown’s long, 

legendary career. By Kaitlin Fontana 


- $47,500 


Price one of Brown's capes sold for at a Christie’s auction in 2008. It’s the most 
ever paid for one of Mr. Dynamite’s signature wardrobe items. 
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Chadwick 
Boseman 


Get On Up m 
STARRING Chadwick Boseman 
DIRECTED BY 7ate Taylor 
PG-13, 2 HRS., 13 MINS. 


By Chris Nashawaty 


HE FINED BAND MEMBERS AN AVERAGE OF $5 FOR MISSING CUES OR 
LOOKING SLOPPY ON STAGE; UPPED IT TO $50 DURING LIVE AT THE APOLLO. 
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52-YEAR CAREER SPAN (1954-2006) 


setae tg aeertg iesigs toa TERETE 

1970 TERETE 

How on earth is a movie about James Brown oe ee es 

rated PG-13? The Godfather of Soul not only oe ee es 

oozed sin and raw sexuality from the stage, oe ee i 
1960 


but his life off it was one long rap sheet of 
domestic-violence charges, blackout drug 
benders, and indiscriminate gunplay. To be 
fair, all of this is touched on in Tate Taylor’s 
(The Help) biopic of the Hardest Working 
Man in Show Business—but with kid gloves. 
Get On Up too often plays it safe when it 
needs to be dangerous. 
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1950 


1940 


It doesn’t help that writers Jez and 1 
John-Henry Butterworth chronologically — 8 51 TERT ES 
pinball around like Ritalin-starved kids, NUMBER OF D1 2 

TIMES 


never trusting the audience to take in the 
full sweep of the R&B singer’s life. In the 
opening reel alone, the film jumps from 1988 
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has LOST DURING THE 
(a high-speed chase with the cops that canpled Ge PERFORMANCE OF eye inate 
resulted in jail time) to 1968 (performing Lilet LIVE AT THE APOLLO THROUGH IN A MONTH AT 
under fire in Vietnam) to 1939 (his impover- 1910 daily) HIS CAREER HEIGHT 


ished Georgia childhood). The best thing 


the movie has going for it is Chadwick ONE HUNDRED APPROXIMATE NUMBER 

Boseman’s live-wire channeling of Brown. OF CAPES CREATED FOR BROWN FROM 1973 / 

With his gravity-defying pompadour, raspy | [TQ 2006 BY CURTIS AND MARILYNGIBSON, | i 

jive patter, and quicksilver shimmy-slide TAILORS BASED IN MAPLE HEIGHTS, OHIO y | 


dance steps, the 42 star sweats through a 
two-hour funk workout, belting “Caledonia,” 


“Night Train,” and “Tt’s a Man’s Man’s Man’s IIASA 
World.” In the most poignant scene, Viola 
Davis, as the mother who abandoned RIE 
Brown, shows up backstage to leech off his 


wealth and fame. Both she and Boseman 10.5 KIDS 

. . MILLION AMOUNT 
are devastating. And for that brief moment, (“ADOPTED” SON HE REPORTEDLY 
Get On Up shows us the kind of movie it REV. AL SHARPTON ONCE OWED THE IRS 
could have—and should have—been. B= GETS HALF A POINT) 1 IN BACK TAXES 
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Kelly Reilly and 
Brendan Gleeson 
‘in Calvary 


ot 


R, 1HR., 44 MINS. 
Brendan Gleeson’s 
Father James, a man 
with a scruffy ginger 
beard, flowing black 
cassock, and bottomless 
well of empathy, is out of 
step with the cynics and 
sinners in his seaside 
parish. The title of John 
Michael McDonagh’s 
Irish import refers to the 
site of Jesus Christ's cru- 
cifixion. In a sense, the 
film itself is a slow death 
march: One of the priest's 
confessors threatens to 


) 


kill him for the church’s 
sins. Unlike the director's 
last collaboration with 
Gleeson, 2011's The 
Guard, Calvary never 
quite finds its footing 
(the tone is muddled; 
the villagers are quirky 
cartoons). Gleeson’s 
beautiful acting 


deserves a better movie. 


—Chris Nashawaty 


R, 1HR., 44 MINS. 
Inarisky performance 
consisting of simian 

gestures and dialogue 


delivered through teeth 
too big for his head, Scott 
Haze plays the diseased 
Tennessee outcast of 
Cormac McCarthy's 1973 
novel. The character 
poops in the woods, rapes 
corpses, and dresses in 
his victims’ scalped hair 
and clothing—and 
co-writer/director James 
Franco shows us every 
grotesque minute of it. 
He isn’t breaking 
narrative ground—surely 
he’s seen Taxi Driver and 
Henry: Portrait of a Serial 
Killer—but should get 
credit for tweaking the 
book's ending (a no-no in 
McCarthyland) and for 
possessing the willpower 
to make a movie that vir- 
tually no one is going to 


but the father of Afro- 
beat rose in fame post- 
humously thanks largely 
to Felal, a biographical 
Broadway musical that 
premiered in 2009. 
Directed by Alex Gibney 
(Taxi to the Dark Side), 
Finding Fela alternates 
between behind-the- 
scenes stories about 
Felal’s development and 
a more general talking- 
head biography of Fela. 
Neither track goes deep 
enough to get a complete 
picture. And the abun- 
dance of his funky, 
inspirational music 
included in the film 
becomes numbing—an 
unfortunate result for 


Finding Fela 


REVIEWS 


such a complicated, 
passionate pop figure. 
—Kyle Anderson 


NR, 1HR., 19 MINS. 
A military platoon bent 
on murdering Afghan 
civilians for pleasure is 
the target of this chillingly 
frank documentary. 
Director Daniel Kraus 
tells the story through 
the soldiers’ voices: from 
the terrified whistle- 
blower, whose mouth is 
like a clenched fist, to a 
smooth corporal, now 
serving 24 years for 
several sport killings, 
who says, “Afghanistan 
is a warrior’s paradise” 
with the beatific grin 

of a soap star. 

—Joe McGovern 


NR, 2 HRS., 7 MINS. 
Jonathan Demme turns 
his extreme close-up 
lens to an adaptation of 
Henrik Ibsen’s play, with 
mixed results. A pet 
project of Wallace Shawn 
and Andre Gregory, the 
movie stars Shawn 
(who also wrote the 
script) as a philandering, 
arrogant architect con- 
fronted by a seductive 
mystery woman from 
his past (Lisa Joyce). It 
doesn't attain the highs 
of Shawn and Gregory’s 
My Dinner With Andre, 
but the movie has a 
jittery intimacy that is 
appealing. And through 


see. B —Joe McGovern their memorable perfor- 
mances, Joyce and Julie 
Hagerty (as Shawn's 
NR, 1HR., 59 MINS. all-seeing wife) prove 
Nigerian musician Fela . master builders of vivid 
> Tein Kuti passed away in female characters. 
1997 in relative obscurity, \ —Jason Clark 
N _* 
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BINGE! 


Twin Peaks 


» WHAT IT’S ABOUT 


wae 


THE GRISLY MURDER of a homecoming queen jump- 
starts one of network TV’s most bizarre and 
groundbreaking experiments, as idiosyncratic 
federal agent Dale Cooper (Kyle MacLachlan) 
descends on Twin Peaks—a small Northwest town 
full of oddities—to try to figure out who killed 
Laura Palmer (Sheryl Lee). As Cooper, the sheriff's 
department, and some local teens delve deeper 
into the crime, the rotting darkness of the seem- 
ingly idyllic hamlet comes to the fore. Created by 
David Lynch and Mark Frost, the short-lived ABC 
series (it ran from 1990 to ’91) was a genre bender 
that was by turns a supernatural thriller, a melo- 
drama, a quirky comedy, and a procedural. 


» HOW TO WATCH 


First, according to Lynch, you've got to binge in order. 
Start with the pilot, and watch the prequel movie, Twin 
Peaks: Fire Walk With Me, only after you've seen the 
whole series. Second, Lynch insists that the only way to 
experience Twin Peaks is to re-create a movie-theater 
setting at home with a big screen, stellar sound, and 
absolutely no distractions (put that phone away!). 
“Cinemais like a door 
to anew world. 
You've got to give 
yourself a chance 
to really go into that 
world, and then it 
ceases tobea 
surface experience,” 
he tells EW. “People 
think they've seen 
the film on asmall 
screen, but they 
haven't, and 

that’s the truth.” 


>» KEY PLAYERS 


‘ 


‘ 


Pane 


Agent Dale Sheriff 
Cooper Harry S. Truman 
Kyle MacLachlan Michael Ontkean 
An outsider, this The sensible 
dreamy, intuitive rock to Cooper's 
Boy Scout of an oddball, Truman 
agent loves cherry knows a lot about 
pie and a damn his town...but 
good cup of coffee. not everything. 
ae 
= 

S 2 
Leland Palmer Audrey Horne 
Ray Wise Sherilyn Fenn 
A grieving father This privileged 


who's just as likely 
to break out into 
tears as he is into 
a jaunty song-and- 
dance number. 


teen is a femme 
fatale in saddle 

shoes. She's har- 
boring a massive 
crush on Cooper. 


- 


Laura Palmer 
Sheryl Lee 

The dead home- 
coming queen had 
an edge and a deep 
well of sinister 
secrets that nearly 
destroy the town. 


ly 
bey 

Ke 
Killer BOB 
Frank Silva 
A demon who 
may or may not 
actually exist but 
whose menacing 


image haunts 
many in the town. 


Donna Hayward 
Lara Flynn Boyle 
Laura’s BFF begins 
her own investiga- 
tion with the help 
of James (James 
Marshall), a biker 
with a heart of gold. 


Man From 
Another Place 
Michael J. 
Anderson 

A frequent guest in 
Cooper's dreams, 
he dances and 
gives cryptic clues. 


WITH 90 MINUTES OF 
NEW MATERIAL ON THE 
ENTIRE MYSTERY BLU-RAY, 
DAVID LYNCH HELPS US 
REVISIT THE CULT CLASSIC. 
By Lindsey Bahr 


” OS 
>» SEASON GUIDE 


SEASON 1 Agent Dale Cooper investi- 
gates the tangled web of 
secrets surrounding Laura 
Palmer's murder. 

SEASON 2 The murder is solved, and the 


series reboots with a new foe 
(Cooper's deranged former 
partner Windom Earle). 


PREQUEL MOVIE: Fire Walk With Me 
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MUST-WATCH EPISODE SKIPPABLE EPISODE 


THE PILOT Lynch thinks of 
the two-hour stand-alone 
as amovie and possibly 
aseason all its own. “It sets 
the tone,” he explains. 


THE FINALE Lynch directs after a 
long hiatus, returning the show to 
its signature form by threatening 
Cooper's unflappable goodness. 


EPISODE 3 With only seven epi- 
sodes, each one is important, but 
ep 3 might be the one to breeze 
by. Laura is buried and her doppel- 
ganger cousin comes to town. 


10 THROUGH 13 Lynch and Frost 
left after the murder was solved, 
and this post-revelation reset 

is meandering and downright dull. 


Lynch explores the little-discussed killing of Teresa Banks—which 
preceded and resembled Laura Palmer’s murder and resulted in the 
disappearance of a federal agent—and the seven days before Palmer's 
death in this surrealist psychological horror film that’s much more 
graphic and experimental than the show was ever allowed to be. 


> LYNCH’S FAVORITE 
DELETED SCENES 


The Great Northern Hotel 
Season 2, Episode 13 


The Hayward House 
Fire Walk With Me 


Agent Phillip Jeffries 
Fire Walk With Me 


> TWIN PEAKS & EW 


entertainment 
WHAT'S 


CRITIC KEN TUCKER GAVE THE PRE- 
MIERE AN At “Twin Peaks makes you 
aware of just how slapped together most 
TV entertainment is; its calm, deliberate 
eccentricity is a virtue in itself,” he wrote. 


This is the Log Lady. 
She carries around 

a hunk of wood and 
says things like 

“My log saw some- 
thing that night.” 


>» NOTABLE ALUMNI 


David Duchovny | Billy Zane 

The future Before Titanic, 
X-Files star hada Zane played John 
brief season 2 arc Justice Wheeler, 
as transvestite a suave entrepre- 
DEA agent neur who starts 
Denise (a.k.a. arelationship with 
Dennis). Audrey Horne. 


Molly Shannon 


ZW 
be 


Heather Graham 
The comedian A season 2 addi- 
appeared as a tion, Graham 
Happy Helping played Norma 
Hand caseworker Jennings’ (Peggy 
in a particularly Lipton) sister, 
random season 2 who gets involved 
side plot. with Cooper. 


> WHEN 
YOU’RE DONE 


The thing to keep in mind with any 
David Lynch project is that there 
really are no answers. The mystery, 
he says, is “the beautiful thing.” 
Even the murder of Laura Palmer 
was supposed to go unsolved 
(but network execs insisted on a 
resolution). If you're hungering for 
more, there are always the books 
The Autobiography of F.B.I. 
Special Agent Dale Cooper: My 
Life. My Tapes (penned by Frost's 
brother Scott) and The Secret 
Diary of Laura Palmer (written by 
Lynch's daughter Jennifer). And, 
of course, Twin Peaks: The Entire 
Mystery features hours of extras, 
Easter eggs, and interviews— 
including one with Lynch and the 
Palmer family (in and out of char- 
acter), Just remember to embrace 
the ambiguity. As Lynch says, 
“There’s no end to the mystery.” 


Total run time (including extras) 
1,742 minutes 


TWIN PEAKS: GETTY IMAGES/ABC PHOTO ARCHIVES (12); BOWIE: PHOTOFEST; DUCHOVNY: ROGER KISBY/ 
GETTY IMAGES; ZANE: PAUL ARCHULETA/FILMMAGIC.COM; SHANNON: DAVID LIVINGSTON/GETTY IMAGES; 
GRAHAM: PAUL ZIMMERMAN/WIREIMAGE.COM 
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Outlander 


Debuts Aug. 9, 9 p.m. 
STARZ 
By Jeff Jensen 


COM August 8, 2014 


Caitriona Balfe and 
Sam.Heughan 


ITH A REPUTATION for gratuitous 

flesh and boning, Starz is the last 

place you’d expect to find a mature 

love story. But the pleasantly sur- 

prising Outlander gives us aromance 

between adults that feels adult, 

that’s sexy and smart and stirring. 

The drama—adapted from Diana Gabaldon’s book series— 

comes from Ronald D. Moore, who commanded Syfy’s 

reboot of Battlestar Galactica. He and his team conjure up 

18th-century Scotland with equally impressive verisimili- 

tude. Outlander may not be the next great sci-fi opus that 

Moore's fanboys crave—this is not a tony TV reinvention of 

Highlander—but it is transporting thanks to his commit- 
ment to emotional resonance and world-building. 

Inaway, Moore is telling the same story he did in Battlestar: 

Outlander is about a tortured, transformative search for 


ZUYWVLS/SOOINE ADIN 


home. It begins after World War II, with 
married Brits Claire (Caitriona Balfe), a former 
army nurse, and Frank (Tobias Menzies), an 
ex-intelligence officer, trying to rebuild their 
relationship during a trip to the Scottish High- 
lands. While investigating a Stonehenge-like 
arrangement of rocks, Claire is whisked back to 
1748, a pivot point in the history of Highlander 
culture. She’s held captive by Clan MacKenzie, 
led by the charismatic bowlegged Colum (Gary 
Lewis) and his gruff bro Dougal (Graham 
McTavish)—and becomes captivated by Jamie 
(Sam Heughan), a hunky outlier, scarred physi- 
cally and emotionally. She also runs afoul of 
Frank’s redcoat ancestor Black Jack Randall 
(also played by Menzies), a war-warped sadist. 
Their confrontation in episode 6 is terrifically 
suspenseful and terrifying. 

Moore draws you into Claire’s ordeal with 
extensive use of narration—a dramatic cheat 
but effective—and deliberate pacing. The pre- 
miere doesn’t rush to her mystical departure; 
instead it dotes on Claire and Frank, making 
you feel their love. It’s an investment that pays 
off: When the narrative ditches Frank, his pres- 
ence lingers powerfully. Similarly, Outlander 
doesn’t hustle the Claire-Jamie romance but 
cultivates a rapport rooted in empathy. By the 
time their relationship escalates, it’s been 


Sam Heughan 


Meet one of Scotland’s bonniest exports: The 34-year-old actor 
is set to sweep U.S. audiences off their feet as dashing love interest 
Jamie Fraser on Starz’s Outlander. -AMY WILKINSON 


earned. It helps that the cast is uniformly strong 
and that Balfe delivers a star-making turn. 
Though technically a time-travel tale, Out- 
lander eschews the typical tropes. It’s more 
Peggy Sue Got Married poignant than Back to the 
Future geeky. There's a subtly played allegorical 
aspect to Claire’s adventure, too. You could read 
her time-space odyssey as a Narnia-esque 
dream-fantasy, a way to process her war trauma 
and fluxy identity. There’s also a feminist 
interpretation: Claire—strong, intelligent, and 
sophisticated; married to a man who regards 
her as an equal—has gone down a rabbit hole 
into a misogynistic, patriarchal society. Out- 
lander is good enough to inspire such overthink- 
ing. What makes it just plain good is the escapist 
fun of a romance told uncommonly well. A= 


OUTLANDER: © 2014 SONY PICTURES TELEVISION; HEUGHAN: BRIAN BOWEN SMITH 


Sam Heughan has been training for the 
role of heroic Highland warrior Jamie 
Fraser his entire life—he just didn’t know 
it. “I was born and brought up in the 
countryside,” the Scot tells EW. “I used to 
live in converted stables on the grounds 
of a castle, and | spent a lot of my child- 
hood running around pretending to be 
Robert the Bruce.” Over the ensuing years, 
Heughan supplemented all that make- 
believe with a real résumé of bona fides: 
studies at the Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland, Shakespearean stage perfor- 
mances, a role on the BBC soap Doctors, 
and even a gig as the Caped Crusader ina 
2011 DC/Warner Bros. touring production 
of Batman Live—which means he’s 
familiar with the pressures of portraying 
a beloved character. “You can’t please 
everyone,” he admits, “but ultimately, | 


think we're all fans of the [Outlander] 
books. We're as close to them as we can 
be while still telling a great story.” 

For authenticity, Heughan spent two 
weeks in “Outlander boot camp” practicing 
horseback riding and sword fighting, learn- 
ing Gaelic, and perfecting Jamie’s brogue. 
“The Highland accent is quite soft; it’s 
quite well-spoken, but it’s got a musicality 
to it, and | think that’s part of the character 
of Jamie. There’s music in him.” What 
the actor wasn't able to glean from that 
edifying fortnight—or his near-daily con- 
versations with author Diana Gabaldon— 
he could probably just fudge given his 
delightful similarities to the 18th-century 
clansman. To wit, when asked if he wears 
his kilt the “traditional” Scottish way, 
Heughan’s answer is pure, mischievous 
Jamie: “It’d be rude not to, wouldn't it?” 


Balfe and Tobias 
Menzies 


= ROLE CALL 5 


Sean Bean’s Multiple Identities 


He may be one of Hollywood's go-to tough guys, but the 55-year-old actor is just as comfortable slinging 
Shakespeare or wearing women’s clothing. With Bean playing up his trademark tenacity as an undercover agent 
on the TNT drama Legends (debuting Aug. 13, 9 p.m.), he looks back on his diverse résumé. —NINA TERRERO 


SHARPE 1993-97 

Bean credits his break- 
out role as Napoleonic 
War hero Richard Sharpe 
on the British military 
soap for helping build his reputation 
as arespected period actor. “I learned 
how to ride a horse, learned fencing,” 
recalls Bean, who spent the early 
years of his career doing theater 
work as a member of the Royal 
Shakespeare Company. 


GOLDENEYE 1995 
The Brit was in Russia 
filming Sharpe when his 
agent called with the 
news that the part of 
MI6 agent-turned-criminal master- 
mind Alec Trevelyan was his. “I’d 
done a fair bit of work, but I didn’t 
expect to be offered such an iconic 
role,” he says. “It’s a real honor to be 
involved in a Bond film.” 


“WITH MARTIN, | FELT MUCH 
MORE COMFORTABLE PLAYING 
THE CHARACTERS THAT HE 
PLAYED THAN | DID ACTUALLY 
PLAYING HIM.” 
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THE LORD OF THE 
RINGS TRILOGY 
2001-03 

In Peter Jackson’s hal- 
lowed fantasy films, Bean 
portrays noble Boromir, a warrior 
unafraid of battle. Yet during shoot- 
ing, he found it difficult to overcome 
one of his own fears. “I’d do anything 
to get out of flying in helicopters,” he 
says of the numerous flights from set 
to set in panoramic New Zealand. “I 
just found it a bit scary.” 


NORTH COUNTRY 
2005 

Playing a working-class 
miner, Bean took on what 
he calls one of his biggest 


challenges to date: a Minnesota accent. 
“Tt was pretty tough to get it really 
good,” confesses Bean, who studied 
with a vocal coach for weeks. But 
cramming with costars Charlize 


Theron, Woody Harrelson, Sissy 
Spacek, and Frances McDormand 
proved to be a bonding experience. 


GAME OF THRONES 
2011 

Bean’s stoic character 
on the hit HBO series, 
Eddard Stark, has been 
the subject of numerous fan-fueled con- 
spiracy theories, the latest of which 
questions whether Stark is really Jon 
Snow’s biological father. “That would 
be quite something, wouldn't it?” teases 
Bean. And should that be the case, the 
actor would gladly return. “The only 
way I could be involved in it would be 
with flashbacks, as you would imagine.” 


ACCUSED 2012 
Bean swapped his sword 
_ and armor for lipstick 
te > and high heels as a trans- 
- vestite English teacher 
on the BBC anthology series—and in 
the process earned a Royal Television 
Society award for best actor. “It was 
such an unusual thing for me to do,” 
he says of the role. “I look back on that 
and think, “That was the best thing 
I’ve done.’” 


Bean plays FBI operative Martin 
Odum on the drama from Homeland 
co-creator Howard Gordon. While he’s 
at ease with his character’s ability to 
change identities, it’s Martin’s “norm- 
core” attributes—his well-worn jeans, 
for instance—that the actor finds dis- 
concerting. “When you play kings or 
warriors, there are certain physical 
attributes and mannerisms that fall 
naturally into place. With Martin, I felt 
much more comfortable playing the 
characters that he played than I did 


) actually playing him.” 
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Everybouy 


hates 
you. 


You don’t see 
bullying like 
this every day. 


Your kids do. 


Teach your kids how to 
he more than 
a bystander. 


Learn how at 


StopBullying.gov 


3G 4G. 


Change for the better. 
Switch and you could save with GEICO. 
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GEICO. 


iV 


A DAY-TO-DAY 
GUIDE TO 


Partners 
FX 


NOTABLE 
PROGRAMS* 


By Ray Rahman 


AUGUST 4 


UTE) bak 


There’s plenty of throwback appeal 
to this sitcom about two desperate 

lawyers starting a new firm, and it’s 
thanks to the chemistry between Martin Law- 
rence and Kelsey Grammer. While the bizarrely 
compelling pairing works, they’re left with 
scripts heavy on caricature, stereotypes, and 
dated humor. The second half of the two-part 
premiere, for instance, mines the tired trope of a 
straight duo pretending to throw a gay wedding. 
The Partners are well matched, but they deserve 
better material. C+ —Marc Snetiker 


Michael Angarano, 


SERIES DEBUT 


THE KNICK: MARY CYBULSKI/CINEMAX; PARTNERS: BYRON COHEN/FX; THE AWESOMES: HULU 


Clive Owen, 


a 


The Knick 


FRIDAY, AUG. 8 | 10-11PM | CINEMAX 


Satie Steven Soderbergh isn’t taking this “retirement” 
ae thing very seriously. Since announcing his retreat 


from cinema, he’s been helming an Off Broadway play, reediting 
Heaven's Gate, and directing The Knick, which stars Clive Owen as a 
cocaine-addicted surgeon at New York’s Knickerbocker Hospital. 
Set in 1900, the show was created by Jack Amiel and Michael 
Begler, but it’s Soderbergh’s vision, from the brilliant but unusual 
score (minimalist electronic music) to the wry camera angles (the 
series opens on Owen's shoes as he lounges in a brothel). For a 
period piece, it’s strikingly contemporary—and quite gory, 
although the surgery scenes never feel gratuitous. This is a drama 
about an era of great change—in medicine, industrialization, 
and race relations—and it needs to show at least one botched 
C-section to capture just how far we’ve come. A- —Melissa Maerz 


Bachelor in Paradise 
ABC 


Ex-contestants are brought 


together for a big coed 
mixer in Mexico. Finally, 
payback for the Alamo! 


Nixon by Nixon: 

In His Own Words 

HBO 

This insightful doc about 
the disgraced president 
proves once and for all that 
he did not kill Zoe Barnes. 


SERIES DEBUT 


Jersey Belle 

Bravo 

The networks latest reality 
show centers on a PR 
woman from New Jersey 
who moves to Alabama for 
love. Hmmm...is that an 
upgrade or a downgrade? 


SEASON PREMIERE 


The Awesomes 

Hulu 

Seth Meyers’ cheeky, 
geeky labor of love 
pokes at the psycholo- 
gy of superhero rival- 
ries and supervillain 
origins. Lesson learned: 
Superpowered span- 
dexing is problematic. 
Witty writing and spir- 
ited vocals from Mey- 
ers’ SNL pals are what 
truly animate this 
cartoon. B —Jeff Jensen 


“TIMES ARE EASTERN DAYLIGHT AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
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TV WHATtoWATCH 


TUESDAY 


%" : 


“ 


Hunter 
Hayes 
and Carhié. 
Underwoot 


8-11PM 

CMA Music Festival 

ABC 

Even if you don’t like 
country, you probably 
like some country. 
And with sets from 
Hunter Hayes, Carrie 
Underwood, Dierks 
Bentley, and Miranda 
Lambert (to name a 
few), the annual 
Nashville shindig has 
a heavy-duty pickup 
truck’s worth of 
talent this year. 

Plus, because it’s 
going down on your 
TV, you won’t ever 
get stuck in line for 
the Porta Pottis. 


THURSDAY 


8-9PM 

Defiance 

Syfy 

Nolan interrogates a 
member of the collective 
that he thinks is bringing 
catastrophe to NYC. 
They're called the Mets. 


9-9:30PM 

Welcome to Sweden 

NBC 

Emma wonders whether 
Bruce is doing enough to 
build up his knowledge of 
the local customs. To be fair, 
the IKEA instructions are 
really hard to understand. 


SEASON FINALE 
9-10PM 

L.A. Hair 

WE tv 

The whole city’s just gonna 
be bald until next season. 


SERIES DEBUT 
9:30-10:30PM 

Extreme Guide to Parenting 
Bravo 

The reality show depicts 
the various ways people 
raise children, so let the 
judging begin. 


9-10PM 

Face Off 

Syfy 

This week, the competitors 
must create “ancient 
aliens.” You just can’t make 
this stuff up! 


9-10PM 

Rizzoli & Isles 

TNT 

Rizzoli and Isles race to 
find a witness who saw 
something awful at a 
nightclub. Says the shaken 
woman, “He said his name 
was..Shia LaBeouf?” 


Nate Date 


10:30-11PM 
Nathan for You 
Comedy Central 
The comedian/ 
business guru helps 


a dating site lure 
more users. 


First step: 
Stop calling it 
healthcare 
.gOV. 


10-10:30PM 
Garfunkel and Oates 
IFC 


WEDNESDAY 


SEASON PREMIERE 
8-9PM 

My Grandmother's Ravioli 
Cooking 

Mo Rocca will stop talking 
just long enough to 

put food in his mouth. 


10-11PM 

Taxi Brooklyn 

NBC 

The cops look for a woman 
who disposes of her lovers in 
bad ways. Her street name? 
The Conscious Uncoupler! 


SERIES DEBUT 
10-11PM 

Top Chef Duels 

Bravo 

The spin-off begins with 
Richard Blais versus Marcel 
Vigneron. Even yummier: 
host Curtis Stone. 


12:30-1AM 

The Meltdown With 
Jonah and Kumail 
Comedy Central 

Jonah Ray and Kumail 
Nanjiani showcase L.A’s 
finest stand-up comics, 
a.k.a. former New Yorkers. 


“My self-esteem’s not low enough to 
date you,” sing comedy duo Garfunkel 

(Riki Lindhome) and Oates (Kate 
Micucci) on stage in the opening of their new show. 
That's the cleanest ditty you'll get from the pair, 
whose YouTube vids have netted more than 2 mil- 
lion page views in a genre best described as self- 
deprecating Shock Twee, a kind of Amy Schumer- 
meets-Portlandia wrapped in pop-folk. The series is 


cringe-and-giggle 
narrative comedy 
mixed with 
smart, Snappy, 
sometimes raun- 
chy Flight of the 
Conchords-style 
musical inter- 
ludes. Rapid-fire 
zingers help 
ease the bumps 
of awkward 
sitcom patter, 
which will no 
doubt even out 
as the ladies find 
their rhythm. 
And with awe- 
some tunes like 
these, how can 
they not? B+ 
—Danielle Nussbaum 


8-9:30PM 
Altman 
Epix 


Robert 
Altman 


Altmanesque, says Bruce Willis, means “kicking 
Hollywood's ass.” He’s one of 12 Robert Altman dis- 
ciples who try to define the word in this satisfying 
but square memorial to the late filmmaker. The 
film dives into the director’s attitude toward the 
movie industry (“I make gloves, they sell shoes”) 
and boasts clips of his iconoclastic work, such as 
the finale of 1975’s Nashville and the entire eight- 
minute opening shot of 1992’s The Player. But it 
disappointingly skimps on his penchant for 
acrimony—his famous feud with Warren Beatty 

on 1971's McCabe & Mrs. Miller is never touched— 
resulting in a tribute that the subject himself might 
have criticized as too soft. B- —Joe McGovern 


10-10:30PM 

Married 

FX 

An overdue orthodontist bill 
forces Russ and Lina to be 
“uncool.” Yeah, investing in 
sound oral health is so lame! 


10:30-11PM 

LeAnn & Eddie 

VH1 

LeAnn accidentally tweets a 
picture of her butt, which | 
“accidentally” just Googled. 


SERIES DEBUT 
11-11:30PM 

Black Jesus 

Adult Swim 

Aaron McGruder's (The 
Boondocks) live-action 
comedy follows Jesus’ 
adventures in present- 
day Compton, Calif. 


SERIES DEBUT 
11-11:30PM 

7 Deadly Sins 

Showtime 

Morgan Spurlock kicks off 
the sin-exploring docu- 
series with gluttony. “Oh, 
come on, man!” sighs a 
dejected Ronald McDonald. 


Kellie Martin 
<> and Matt 
Passmore 


10-11PM 

Satisfaction 

USA 

First World problems 
continue to plague Neil 
and Grace (Matt Pass- 
more and Stephanie 
Szostak) in a decent- 
enough episode of this 
indecent drama, which 
focuses on an unful- 
filled couple. He opts 
to take more gigs as 
an escort; she buys 
anew wardrobe. 
Neither story is too 
compelling, and the 
episode’s too Neil- 
heavy. Grace’s woes 
are neglected—just 
like in her marriage. 

B —Chancellor Agard 
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Kate Micucci and Riki Lindhome 


TV WHATtoWATCH 


JONAH FROM TONGA: HBO; THE ARTFUL DETECTIVE: CHRISTOS KALOHORIDIS/OVATION; AIR JAWS: FIN OF FURY: CHRIS FALLOWS; FAT GUYS IN THE WOODS: THE WEATHER CHANNEL; UNFORGETTABLE: JEFF NEUMANN/CBS 


FRIDAY 


Chris Lilley (center) 


10-11PM 


Jonah From Tonga 
HBO 

Australian comic Chris Lilley’s raun- 
chiest character—the foulmouthed, 

penis-doodling burnout Jonah 
Takalua—is the latest from his cult comedy 
Summer Heights High to get a spin-off. (Spoiled 
debutante Ja’mie was the subject of last year’s 
Private School Girl.) The plot finds Jonah’s 
annoyed relatives shipping him off to a new school 
in Australia, and while his antics hew closely to 
his story lines on Summer, Lilley continues to find 
fresh humor, serving up the kinds of eye-rolling 
laughs and one-liners you'll be quoting for weeks. 
But truthfully, the most exciting thing for Summer 
fans is the hope that maybe, just maybe, drama 
teacher Mr. G will be next. B —Marc Snetiker 


9-10PM 

Dallas Cowboys Cheer- 
leaders: Making the Team 
CMT 

Who will be good (okay, 
blond) enough to make 
the squad this year? 


SERIES DEBUT 
10-10:30PM 

Human Resources 

Pivot 

The docuseries takes a 
look at a quirky New 
Jersey company that 
specializes in finding ways 
to recycle all things— 
starting with Old Jersey. 


10-11PM 

Funniest Wins 

TBS 

The contestants have two 
days to create an ani- 
mated short from scratch. 
If they pull it off, then 

art school really is a scam. 


SEASON PREMIERE 
10:30-11PM 

Please Like Me 

Pivot 

It’s like Girls, but with a boy. 


SATURDAY 


Andrew 
Cfo Yarelae| 
Yannick 
Bisson 


8-9PM 

The Artful Detective 
Ovation 

The long-running 
Canadian mystery 
about turn-of-the- 
century police detec- 
tive William Murdoch 
(Yannick Bisson) 
looks effortless— 

as in, little effort is 
on display, from the 
barely credible 
period production 

to Bisson’s bare- 
bones performance. 
Still, his charisma 
holds your attention, 
while Andrew 
Gower’s turn as a 
man who thinks 
himself Sherlock 
Holmes grabs it. 

C+ —Jeff Jensen 


9:30-11:30PM* 

50s and 60s Rock Rewind 
(My Music) 

PBS 

The special includes archi- 
val footage of midcentury 
hitmakers that'll especially 
appeal to the types of peo- 
ple who like to spend their 
Saturday nights at home 
with PBS. ‘check local listings 


9-10PM 

Ghost Planes 

H2 

“See, we're not even 

the most dangerous form 
of travel!” notes GM. 


9-10PM 

Hell on Wheels 
AMC 

See above. 


SEASON FINALE 
10-11PM 

Life With La Toya 

OWN 

La Toya and Jeffré decide 
to go public with their 
engagement. Aww, soon 
these lovebirds will have 
little babés. 


SUNDAY 
9-10PM 9-10PM 
The Last Ship Witches of East End 
TNT Lifetime 


Slattery assumes the role 
of commanding officer, but 
he quickly ends up ina 
bind when his captain— 
and friend—is in danger. 
Today | struggled with 
what to have for lunch: 

a sandwich or a burrito? 


9-10PM 

Game of Crowns 

Bravo 

Lynne plans her 15th- 
anniversary vow renewal. 
This is a weird game! 


10-11PM 
Fat Guys in the Woods 


Shaaaaaark! 
Weather 


8-9PM 

Air Jaws: Fin of Fury 
Discovery 

Shark Week debuts with 
a search for the missing 


“megashark” Colossus. 
But isn’t 

him being ery ; 
missing a 

good « 
thing? 


. Jesse Klein, 
Matt Mazany, 
Creek Stewart, 


and Ben Parks 


You’ve got to admire a show that 
delivers just what it promises. 

There are woods; there are fat guys. 
(Emphasis on the “guys”—the network says 
women won't be appearing on the series.) There’s 
also survival expert Creek Stewart, a sort of 
Fabio of the forest who acts as the tubby team’s 
leader/life coach. Sure, seeing a group of desk 
jockeys struggle to build shelter out of sticks or 
drink rabbit-skull stew is inherently dramatic. 
Look beyond the catchy title, though, and this 
is fairly boilerplate survivalist fare. Think Naked 
and Afraid, hold the Naked. B —Hillary Busis 


Dash does a spell at 
work. Pfft, so what—I spell 
at work all the time. 


10-11PM 

Masters of Sex 
Showtime 

Masters continues to 
break new ground as the 
sole white physician at an 
all-black hospital. Sadly, 
all that progress gets 
ruined when he asks, “Can 
| touch your hair?” 


10-11PM 

The Leftovers 

HBO 

Kevin has to find his 
father, who's escaped from 
the psych hospital. But 
first: Must kill more dogs! 


10-11PM 

The Strain 

FX 

Down in the subway tun- 
nels, Fet sees something 
unexpected. Is it the Z 
train? (That one’s for you, 
New York readers!) 


= 


CP 
Montgomery 
9-10PM 
Unforgettable 
CBS 


Corrupt politicos, big- 
city mobsters, media 
muckrakers: This 
episode has the juicy 
hallmarks of a classic 
NYC murder-mystery 
scandal. Eliot (the 
magnetic Dallas Rob- 
erts) gets swept into 
all this, and memory 
master Carrie (Poppy 
Montgomery) must 
get him out. Peppered 
with personal twists 
and unique threads, 
Unforgettable turns 
what could’ve been a 
staid story into an 
enjoyable exercise in 
breezy pulp. B 
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Beck & 
Friends 


Song Reader 
ROCK (CAPITOL) 


ECK’S 2012 ALBUM-ON-PAPER Song 
Reader project, a collaboration with Dave 
Eggers’ famously twee publishing house 
McSweeney’s, was a tribute to an era when 
sheet music was the primary means for 
sharing songs. In writing pieces without 
recording them, Beck hoped to recapture 
the spark that drove a more populist mindset—one that 
allowed for countless personal interpretations of what was 
on the page. “I wondered if there was a way to explore that 
world that would be more than an exercise in nostalgia,” 
he wrote in the introductory essay to Song Reader. “A way 
to represent how people felt about music back then, and 
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WHITE: GAELLE BERI/GETTY IMAGES; JONES: DOUGLAS MASON/GETTY IMAGES; BLACK: RICK KERN/GETTY IMAGES; FRIEDBERGER: IMEH AKPANUDOSEN/GETTY IMAGES; MARLING: NICKY J. SIMS/GETTY IMAGES; SHABAZZ PALACES: PATRICK O’BRIEN-SMITH 


BEST TRACKS 


AMERICA, HERE’S 
MY BOY 
Swamp Dogg’s 
soulful ballad 


HEAVEN’S LADDER 
Beck’s dreamy amble 


to speak to what was left, 
in our nature, of that 
instinct to play popular 
music ourselves.” 

Song Reader made for a 
pretty cool objet d’art, and 
it inspired a boatload of 
intrepid musicians—rock 
groups, string ensembles, 
kooky one-man bands— 
to upload their versions to 
YouTube. That freewheel- 
ing spirit also informs the 
new Song Reader compila- 
tion, which boasts contri- 
butions from not only 
Beck himself but also fun., 
Norah Jones, Jack White, 
Jack Black, and Spanish- 
language superstar Juanes. 
“Heaven's Ladder” immedi- 
ately stands out, because 
it’s the tune Beck kept for 
himself and because it 
maintains the sweet, dusty 
melancholy that perme- 
ated Morning Phase, his 
acclaimed album from 
earlier this year. Some, 
including Lord Huron’s 
shimmering “Last Night 
You Were a Dream” and 


Eleanor Friedberger’s lilt- 
ing “Old Shanghai,” come 
across a bit like attempts 
to produce what Beck 
would have wanted. The 
biggest moments arise 
when the interpreters 
resolutely plant their 
flags: Juanes’ shiny Latin 
spin on “Don’t Act Like 
Your Heart Isn’t Hard,” 
Jones’ after-hours purr on 
“Just Noise,” White’s 
chaotic blues ramble “I’m 
Down,” Laura Marling’s 
sparse “Sorry,” and Jarvis 
Cocker’s cheekily sneering 
“Eyes That Say ‘I Love 
You.” Even Black’s ham- 
fisted “We All Wear 
Cloaks” kind of works. 

But Song Reader's great- 
est victor is undoubtedly 
Swamp Dogg, a 72-year-old 
blues crooner from Vir- 
ginia. He makes “America, 
Here’s My Boy” into a 
vivid, brutally heartbreak- 
ing soul weeper about 
filial responsibility and the 
horrors of war. It’s hard 
to imagine Beck himself 
lending the track that kind 
of pathos. In doing so, 
Swamp Dogg captures the 
message Beck was trying 
to get across when he first 
put pen to paper: A song 
can be great, but it’s not 
definitive until somebody 
makes it so. A= 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


Shabazz Palaces 


> SINGLES 


SAM SMITH 

“VM NOT THE ONLY ONE” 
Smith’s terrific new single 
has lyrics that read like a 
lovelorn meltdown: “You've 
made me realize my deepest 
fears/By lying and tearing 

us up.” But the rousing 
music tells another story, one 
about a guy who dragged 
his bruised-up heart to an 
old piano, plucked out a 
bluesy Bonnie Raitt riff, 

and found something that 
could make him smile again. 
A —Adam Markovitz 


JUICY J, WIZ KHALIFA 

& TY DOLLA $IGN 

“SHELL SHOCKED” 

The lead song off the forth- 
coming Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles reboot sound- 
track will not net Juicy J his 
second Oscar. His lazy lyrics 
are cornier than Jonathan 
Davis in lowa C“All this green 
in my pockets/You can call 

it turtle power”), and the 
sluggish, jumbled production 
will make an already 
nostalgia-prone audience 
wistful for the kinetic 
majesty of Vanilla Ice’s “Ninja 
Rap.” D —Kyle Anderson 


>» ALBUMS 


SHABAZZ PALACES 

Lese Majesty 

The Seattle outsider hip-hop 
duo’s critically beloved debut, 
Black Up, was exquisitely 
made but robotically cold in 
its delivery. For their encore 
full-length, Shabazz Palaces 


Snakes on 
achain 


let a little fresh air and 
whimsy slip into their dense 
mélange of whispered 
rhymes and slack-jawed 
space beats. The slightly- 
loosened-up attitude helps 
turn shambolic backdoor 
bangers such as “They Come 
in Gold” into intimate 
headphone masterpieces. 
B+ —kyle Anderson 


TOM PETTY & THE 
HEARTBREAKERS 
Hypnotic Eye 

Nearly 40 years into his hit- 
filled career, Petty is still 
anxious. “See those fault 
lines laid out like land mines/ 
It’s hard to relax,” he sings on 
“Fault Lines,” the standout 
track on his latest. All of 
Hypnotic carries a sense of 
knowing urgency, as though 
jamming on itchy blues is the 
only logical defense against 
the inevitable. The fact that 
“Red River” and “U Get Me 
High” have grandly escalat- 
ing, lush hooks should also 
help keep the darkness 

at bay. A= —Kyle Anderson 


ALWAYS Alvvays 

First albums rarely arrive 
catchier or more self-assured 
than this Toronto indie-pop 
quintet’s frothy inaugural 

go. The band marries hard 
jangle guitars, gauzy dis- 
tortion, and singer Molly 
Rankin’s arresting coo, 

which is capable of unravel- 
ing teen narratives and 
dashing off one-liners such 
as “We could find comfort 

in debauchery” with equal 
aplomb. A= —Kyle Anderson 


Jack White, Norah Jones, Jack Black, Eleanor Friedberger, and Laura Marling 
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THE SOUNDTRACK OF MY LIFE | 


THE FIRST SONG | WAS 
OBSESSED WITH “‘King Tut’ by 
Steve Martin. Apparently | sang it on 
The Gong Show when | was alittle 
child. | can’t remember it all, but | do 
know that my babysitter at the time 
was also on the show. She was a 
female Elvis impersonator and she 
got gonged quickly. | was not, because 
how do you gong a 2-year-old?” 


THE FIRST RECORD | BOUGHT 
“Dass the Dutchie’ by Musical Youth. 
| don’t think | realized at the time 
what it was. Technically it’s a Dutch 
oven, but clearly it’s about grass.” 


THE FIRST SONG | EVER SANG 
IN PUBLIC “This isn’t counting 
showbiz, because I'd been singing 
on camera since | was a tiny kid. 


enny Lewis 


With her excellent new solo album, The Voyager, in stores now, the 
former child star and Rilo Kiley frontwoman, 38, talks Bob Dylan, dutchies, 
and making out to Heavy D. —KyLE ANDERSON 


But | was in a band in high school 
called Soulfish, which is the most 
90s band name ever. We were 
primarily a Jimi Hendrix cover band, 
so | believe it was ‘Red House’ at 
my friend's 16th-birthday party.” 


THE SONG THAT REMINDS ME 
OF MY FIRST KISS “I was going to 
Pacoima Junior High [in the San 
Fernando Valley], and | was dared to 
make out with this kid Timothy. The 
song playing in the background was 
Heavy D, ‘Overweight Lovers in the 
House’ | did not remember that until 
literally just now. Thank you, Kyle.” 


THE SONG! WISH I’D WRITTEN 
“Anything from Bob Dylan's catalog. 
That'd be pretty impressive if | busted 
out ‘Tangled Up in Blue.” [Laughs] 


| WAS IN 
ABAND 

IN HIGH 
SCHOOL 
CALLED 
SOULFISH, 
WHICH IS 
THE MOST 
90S BAND 
NAME 
EVER. WE 
WERE 
PRIMARILY 
A JIMI 
HENDRIX 
COVER 
BAND.” 


THE SONG THAT MAKES ME CRY 
“This is embarrassing to admit, but | 
cry alot when I’m writing songs. | 
think it’s the catharsis. When | was 
tracking The Voyager, | was teach- 
ing the string players the changes, 
and | was so embarrassed because 

| was sobbing. | didn’t know these 
people, and it was such a weird feel- 
ing, so | turned my back to them.” 


THE MUSIC | LISTEN TO BEFORE 
1GO ON STAGE “It’s always reggae 
or dub music—the sentiment, just 
the positivity. But there’s another 
song that kind of riles me up ina 
different way. This is terrible: | stole 
a cassette from Adam Horovitz’s 
[ak.a. Ad-Rock of the Beastie Boys] 
house. The first song on side B was 
‘Before They Make Me Run, that 
Stones song that Keith sings. | 
didn’t even know about the Rolling 
Stones aside from ‘Jumping Jack 
Flash’ because of that Whoopi 
Goldberg movie, and that kind of 
changed me musically. | was like, 
‘What is this guy on? It’s amazing!’ 
You just feel f---ing cool when you 
listen to it.” 


THE SONG | LOVE THAT MIGHT 
SURPRISE PEOPLE “| guess | 
would go with Compton’s Most 
Wanted's ‘Hood Took Me Under’ For 
me, growing up in the Valley at that 
time, Compton was pretty close 
geographically, but really far away. 
To think that while | was walking 
around the mall in Panorama City, 
people were getting shot on the 
streets. | was a white kid from the 
suburbs; | don’t know why | con- 
nected with that song so deeply.” 


THE SONG | WANT PLAYED AT 
MY FUNERAL “I've thought about 
what | want on my epitaph: ‘I could 
probably live here, inspired by 
Charles Bukowski’s epitaph, which is 
‘Don't try’ But there’s this one song 
that | think | would like to be played 
at both my wedding and my funeral, 
and it also happens to be the alarm 
on my iPhone that | wake up to 
every morning. It’s an absolutely 
perfect song by this guy Bobby 
Charles called ‘I Must Be in a Good 
Place Now’ That just sums it up: 
Wherever you are, enjoy it.” 
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SAMSUNG 


STREAM STUNNING WIRELESS SOUND 
THROUGHOUT YOUR ENTIRE HOME. 


(Finally, innovation that’s music to your ears.) 


The Samsung Shape™ Wireless Audio System. S 
Now you can control, stream and listen to music throughout your home. amsun g 


Play one song in one room or many rooms — even play multiple songs in S IH A p F 
multiple rooms. All with an easy-to-use mobile app. “ 


amsun; gE. >: x ca,Inc. .. rights reserved. _ | aregistered tr... :: ark of Samsung E cs Co., Ltd. All- ducts, logos and bra: ames are trademarks or registered trademarks of their r-. . . ctive co 


#1 New York Times-bestselling author of 
THE HUSBAND’S SECRET 


A * . ae 
— m.: 4 ‘ 
on 
| _ 
Big Little Lies 
Liane Moriarty 


By Leah Greenblatt 


IKE THE KINGDOM lost for want of a nail, 
the troubles of Big Little Lies begin with 
one precarious shoe: a Dolce & Gabbana 
stiletto (“gorgeous...bought online, thirty 
percent off”) whose spindly heel’s collapse 
sets in motion a chain of general mayhem— 
and ultimately murder—in a picturesque 
Australian seaside community. 

The heel belongs to Madeline, still a “glittery girl” at 40 
with a fondness for impractical footwear that leaves her 
ankle-sprained and splayed in a busy intersection just as 
young single mother Jane passes by. Jane is as plain as her 
name and almost pathologically uncomfortable in her skin, 
and she and giddy extrovert Madeline don’t seem to have 
very much in common beyond Pirriwee Public, their chil- 
dren’s shared kindergarten. But they become unlikely fast 
friends and quickly pull in skittish beauty Celeste, another 
“kindy mum” with her own unruly twins at Pirriwee. 

The secrets burrowed in this seemingly placid small 
town—beyond its central homicide, the plot takes on 
school bullying, infidelity, Internet predators, and domestic 
violence—are so suburban noir they would make David 
Lynch clap with glee. And in less skilled hands Lies could 
easily have devolved into a messy pileup of teachable- 
moment tropes. But Moriarty, the best-selling author of 
The Husband’s Secret and What Alice Forgot, is a fantasti- 
cally nimble writer, so sure-footed that the book leaps 
between dark and light seamlessly; even the big reveal in 
the final pages feels earned 
and genuinely shocking. 

Praise for Moriarty seems to 
their mothering come with a faintly conde- 


: ding asterisk, probably 
so seriously now. | Scones 
Their etd little because her books do, in the 


faces... Ponytails broadest sense, fit the label 
swinging. Eyes “chick lit.” But more than any- 
fixed on the thing she feels like a humanist: 
mobile phones a writer whose insights aren’t 
held in the palms any less wise or funny or true 
of their hands just because she sometimes 
like compasses.” likes a champagne metaphor 


MEMORABLE LINES 
“Mothers took 


or hangs her story on a shoe. A 
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CAREY: CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


The Girl With 
All the Gifts 


M.R. Carey 
SCIENCE FICTION 
By Miles Raymer 


The zombie genre may seem 
like it’s been picked clean, but 
Carey, a comics writer with a 
number of critically acclaimed 
X-Men titles to his name, has 
found some meat left on its 
bones. The Girl With All the Gifts 
imagines a world where a zombie apocalypse 
has occurred and humans have unequivocally 
lost. They’re confined to a small number of 
isolated enclaves and are gradually exhausting 
their remaining reserves, while “hungries”— 
victims of a version of the Ophiocordyceps 
fungi, which in real life infects Amazonian ants 
and creepily hijacks their nervous systems— 
have free run of the rest of the planet. One of 
the few chances humans have of rebounding 


lies in a group of children who 
have been infected but have 
retained their sentience 
despite their cannibalistic 
urges. One child, a precocious 
genius named Melanie, ends 
up in the ravaged British 
countryside with her beloved 
teacher, a couple of soldiers, 
and a ruthless scientist who’s 
using the kids to unlock a 
cure to the plague—which 
often means vivisecting them. 
As they trek across England, 
bound for a fortress-like redoubt where society 
clings to life, the troupe encounters a laundry 
list of standard-issue zombie-story hazards— 
from swarming mobs of hungries to hostile 
humans who’ve embraced postcataclysmic 
barbarism—but manages to dodge clichés at 
every turn. The character at the story’s heart 
may have no pulse, but Melanie is empathetic 
and sympathetic, and her deeply tragic exis- 
tence is proof that zombie tales can elicit an 
emotion other than fear. B+ 


M.R. Carey 


MEMORABLE LINE 


“Caroline 
Caldwell is 
very skilled 
at separating 
brains 
from skulls.” 


QUICK TAKES 


Whiskey Tango Foxtrot 
David Shafer 
THRILLER 


Just because you're para- 
noid doesn’t mean they're 
not out to get you. That’s 
the premise of this techno- 
thriller, which imagines a 
corporate cabal—think 
Google—that is spying on 
customers and is poised to “sneak tyranny 
into our lives through convenience.” Leila, a 
Dagny Taggart-like character who can’t fight 
the nefarious conspiracy herself, meets two 
unlikely heroes who join her resistance 
movement. You get the impression that 
Shafer loved everything about Ayn Rand's 
Atlas Shrugged except its politics; the 
author relies too much on giant data-dumps 
of plot detail that should be parceled out 
more elegantly, and by page 422, the story is 
only getting started. B= —Jeff Labrecque 


The Magician’s Land 
Lev Grossman 
FANTASY 


Quentin Coldwater has 
battled demons, watched 
his girlfriend die (sorta), 
and saved magic as we 
“a know it—only to be kicked 
rau out of the fantasy realm he 
once ruled. But in the last 
installment of Time book critic Grossman’s 
Magicians trilogy, he does something even 
more remarkable: He matures. The Magician's 
Land finds Quentin jobless, desperate, and 
pushing 30, but his luck changes when he’s 
recruited to help steal a mysterious brief- 
case. The narrative cuts between Quentin's 
heist and the fanciful land of Fillory, in peril 
once more—and though the plot's a bit too 
familiar and the final third is rushed, Land 
still brings the magician’s adventures to a 
satisfying conclusion. B+ —Hillary Busis 


MAGICIAN’S 
LAND 


Life Drawing 
Robin Black 
NOVEL 


It is surely many an 
urbanite’s fantasy: 
Augusta (“Gus”), a painter, 
and Owen, a writer, have 
inherited enough money 
to move to the country, 
where they plan to live 
quietly, devoted to their art. Gus, who 
narrates the novel, is unflinching in her 
descriptions of the drama that erupts 
when a single woman takes up residence 
next door and becomes entangled in their 
lives, exposing the damage an earlier 
infidelity inflicted on their marriage. 
Black—a prizewinning short-story writer— 
writes assuredly and gracefully, and her 
examination of a complicated relationship 
is as riveting as it is occasionally heart- 
breaking. A= —Sara Vilkomerson 
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TheBullseye 


No, Bieber didn’t use a wheel- Sarah Palin launches her own 
chair to cut lines at Disneyland. online TV network. Unfortunately, 

That would be totally out of the name American 
character for him, right? Right? Horror Story was already taken. 


, 


You can tell it’s a teaser because we only 
saw, like, five shades of grey. 


So The Strain’'s 
new vampire was just a 
Ken doll all along? 


Hilary Duff’s new single 
sounds like 2003. Not 
in a cute Lizzie McGuire 
way, but in an Aaron-Carter- 
just-dumped-me-for- 
Lindsay-Lohan kind of way. 


Who wore 
itbetter?! \y 
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Nicki Minaj releases 
superhot Anaconda album 
cover. It’s too racy for 


, A 
EW, but we can show you this Everybody 
artist’s rendering. , loves - ) 
“Bang Bang”: ; ; = es 


“Lady Marmalade” Ch ris. The Jetsons Meet the 
version 2.0? Flintstones is about to be dethroned, 
and it took just 27 years! 
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Consider. 
(No, but seriously.) 


3 
ge . Introducing 
| CONAN O'BRIEN The Hobbit Report 
— i | Wonder SHARKTOPUS (the t’s are silent). 
Woman PTERACUDA 
has never _ 
looked cooler, 
thanks 
in part to 
Ariana 
Grande’s very 
generous 
donation of 
boots. 


J.K. Rowling makes rare 
appearance as Robert Galbraith. 
Elsewhere, Beyoncé’s 
Sasha Fierce name tag grows 
heavy with dust. 


Mayim Bialik to 
host reboot ~ 
of Candid Camera. 
Because nothing 
screams “wacky 
prank show’ like 
Mayim Bialik. 
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Weird Music News: Weirder Music News: Weirdest Music News: 
Duran Duran sue the company Chubby Checker settles a law- Duran Duran still have 
behind their fan club. suit with the penis-measuring a fan club. And Chubby 


app the Chubby Checker. Checker uses apps. 


FROM STEVEN SODERBERGH 


MODERN MEDICINE HAD 10 START SOMEWHERE 
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TASTES LIKE 


FOR THE LOVE OF LEAVES 


